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A Hopeful Presidential Initiative for the Poor
in the Philippines
The well-being of the entire country depends in great part
on the President remaining close to the poor in these
planning efforts. In turn he will be supported by the poor
in his efforts at curbing corruption and building a nation
based on social justice. It is difficult to see how he can
succeed in these tasks without the poor. Article on page 51.
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The Way Out of Poverty

The Daily Star and BRAC held a joint policy
dialogue on Oct.16 in observance of International
Day for the Reduction of Poverty. The economists
and development workers present emphasized that
without improving the education system and
minimizing income disparity poverty cannot be
reduced.
Rabeya Tasmin, Associate director of BRAC,
gave the keynote paper.
Prof. Rehman Sobhan recently published a book
on “Challenging the Injustice of Poverty.” His main
idea is not to regard poverty as a measure of income
deprivation but as a process which excludes large
numbers from participation and decision-making in
society.
“Structural injustice originates in the
structure or arrangements of society that determine
the working of market forces and the natural
functioning of its institutions.”

For further information:
E-mail: costa_rosie@yahoo.com
Web: www.hotlinebd.org

CAMBODIA

Cambodian Students
A group of young students of several Universities of
Architecture in Cambodia meet every month sharing
their concerns to help the poor. In these meetings a
team of students were planning the construction of a
training center for the urban poor which is already
fabricating blocks
Other group was planning houses with the
people.
For further information:
Keo Sovandara	
 
Coordinator of the Young Professionals in Cambodia
Email: star_sovandara@yahoo.com
Web : www.updfkh.net
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Prevented from Going to School
Almost 70 million children across the world are
prevented from going to school each day, a study
published today reveals.
Those living in north-eastern Africa are the least
likely to receive a good education – or any education
at all, an umbrella body of charities and teaching
unions known as the Global Campaign ]for
Education has found.
It ranks the world's poorest countries according
to their education systems. Somalia has the least
functional system in the world with just 10% of
children going to primary school, while Eritrea is
second worst.
Haiti, Comoros and Ethiopia fare almost as
badly. Before Haiti's earthquake this year, just 50% of
children went to primary school. Now that figure is
said to have fallen. Some 2.5 million children were
left without a school to go to after the earthquake.
The report's authors, from charities including
Plan and ActionAid, measured the likelihood of
children attending primary school, a country's
political will to improve its education system, and the
quality of its schools to create the rankings.
The study – Back to School? The Worst Places
in the World – warns that attempts to ensure all
children can attend school are under severe threat. By
2015, there will be more children out of school than
there are today, unless the richest countries
dramatically increase the aid they give to the poorest

nations, the authors argue.
"Poor countries are on a worsening trajectory, as
severe and deepening pressure from the economic
downturn caused by the crisis of the rich world's
banking system bites on their budgets," David Archer,
one of the authors from ActionAid says. Some £2.9bn
is expected to be lost to education budgets in
sub-Saharan Africa because of the economic crisis,
he warns.
Kenya, which is rated in the 50 worst countries
for education, delayed plans to provide a free primary
school education to 8.3 million children in September.
The global economic crisis was one reason given for
this.
Girls are far less likely to attend school than
boys in many of the world's poorest countries, the
authors have found. In Malawi, of those that enrol,
22.3% of boys complete primary compared to 13.8%
of girls. In rural Burkina Faso, 61% of girls are
married by the age of 18 and over 85% never get to
see the inside of a secondary school.
Most rich countries have failed to keep their
promises to help poor countries improve their
education systems, according to the study. While the
UK fares relatively well, along with the Netherlands,
Norway and Switzerland and Ireland, others – such as
Greece, Austria, Italy and Germany – are not giving
nearly as much as they should.
The report argues that the International

International Literacy Day 2010 –
GCE demands rights for the 759 million illiterate adults
By 08 September 2010
Governments must prioritize literacy if their goal of halving adult illiteracy by 2015 is to be achieved is to
be met, the Global Campaign for Education (GCE) has said. Speaking on International Literacy Day (08
September 2010), the GCE said that more funding must be mobilized to fulfill Goal 4 of the Education For
All (EFA) goals agreed by 164 governments at the World Education Forum in Dakar ten years ago.
The Education for All goal 4,
which aims to achieve a 50 percent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015 especially for women,
is less than half way toward being fulfilled with an estimated 759 million adults – around 16 percent of the
world’s population aged 15 upwards and two out of three female – lacking basic reading, writing and
numeracy skills needed for everyday life.
3
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Monetary Fund "severely restricts" poor countries'
chances of investing in education, while the World
Bank has overseen a "dramatic withdrawal of
education funds from low-income countries,
especially in Africa".

For further information:

NETWORK

World Hunger
The United Nation’s Food and Agriculture
Organization in Rome estimated that the number of
hungry people in the world will drop 9.6% this year
to 925 million, the first decline in 15 years.
The FAO, which annually gauges the level of
global hunger, said an improving economic climate in
many developing countries is allowing millions of
poor people to afford to eat better than they did last
year. In 2009, the global recession and shock waves
from the 2007-08 grain-price boom combined to push
up the number of hungry to 1.023 billion, the FAO
calculates.
Tuesday’s FAO’s estimate doesn’t take into
account the resurgence in grain prices since early July,
when a stubborn drought began to destroy Russian
wheat fields and other crops throughout the Black
Sea region. The price of wheat grown in the U.S.’s
Midwest has more than doubled from a year ago,
partly because a ban by Moscow on exports of
Russian wheat is expected to spur foreign sales of
U.S.-grown crops.
But FAO officials and many economists doubt
that the rise in grain prices this summer is enough to
trigger another food crisis of the sort seen two years
ago, when many nations limited their exports as food
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riots and street protests erupted in dozens of
countries.
World wheat supplies are far higher today,
thanks to record global harvests in 2008 and 2009.
At the same time, prices of most major crops are far
lower than their 2008 peaks.
Still, grain traders expect crop prices to remain
volatile for months, partly because a budding weather
pattern might threaten crops in parts of South
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America. Hedge funds have taken huge positions in
futures contracts for commodities such as corn,
betting prices will rise.
“I don’t think we are returning back to the
2007-2008” food crises, said Luke Chankle, the head
of Rabobank’s agricultural commodity research
group in London. “
But the market is on edge.”
While the number of hungry people across the
globe is falling, the number is still so big that 16% of
the population in developing countries is
malnourished. A child dies of a hunger-related
malady every six seconds, the FAO said.
While Asia has the highest number of hungry
people this year at 578 million, the region with the
highest prevalence of hunger is sub-Saharan Africa,
where the 239 million people counted as
malnourished represents 30% of its population.
Economists say it is highly
unlikely that the world powers can
accomplish
their
Millennium
Development Goal of cutting the
proportion of the population in
developing
countries who are
undernourished to 10% by 2015, from
20% in the early 1990s.
A study released by the U.S.
Agriculture Department in July
predicted that the number of
malnourished people in 70 of the
hungriest countries will decline 1%
over the next decade.
The
department expects food security
gains in Asia and Latin America to be

offset by worsening hunger in
sub-Saharan Africa.
The USDA defines a
food-insecure
person
as
someone eating less than 2,100
calories a day.
The FAO will release its
full report, “The State of Food
Insecurity in the World,” in
October.
Hunger at a glance, Key
numbers for 2010:
•   925 Million: Total
number of undernourished
estimated in 2010.
•   578 Million: Number
of undernourished people in
Asia and the Pacific, the region
with the largest hungry
population.
•   Over 40%: of undernourished people live
in China and India.
•   19 Million: Number of hungry in
developed countries.
•   30%:
Portion
of
the
population
undernourished in sub-Saharan Africa, the region
with the highest prevalence of hunger.

(Source: United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization)
For further information
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations
http://www.fao.org/

PAKISTAN
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Small Business for Women
Dear Father
Hope you are fine and happy with the grace of
GOD.
I am also fine with my all team of MUAWIN.
Father I want to share one very important
developments of Muawin. Three months before I
started Khuda Ki Basti-4 community development
program in women. In this program I asked some
women about their situation. They said that with the
support of Muawin and Saiban they could built their
homes in Khuda ki basti-4. But the distance to the
city finished with the husbands business. They were
very much disturbed.
I surveyed several markets identifying some
small business for women. The findings:
Artificial flower making, show upper making,
and dress stitching. And we began
The women are so happy saying:‘we wanted to
get something’.
Regards
Arooj

6

For further information:
MUAWIN Movement for the Urban Areas Well-being
through
Information and Networking
88-E Sardar Street, Allama Iqbal Road, Garhi Shahu,
Lahore, Pakistan
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Urban Reforms Serve the Interests of the Rich
According to UN-HABITAT Survey
It is a complex task to keep up with the facts and
figures on cities around the world. It is still more
complex to keep track of urban trends, how they
affect our lives, and how they will affect the lives of
our children. Here Olu Sarr of UN-HABITAT’s
media team presents the latest analysis from the
report State of the World Cities 2010/2011: Bridging
the Urban Divide.
The Rich Get Richer
UN-HABITAT surveyed experts in 30 cities in
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean for
their view of who gained most from the modern
amenities of urban expansion.
The survey results show that 59 percent of Latin
American respondents, 69 percent of Asian and 71
percent of Africans view urban reforms and changes
as serving the interests of the rich. Similarly,
politicians and public servants are viewed as the
second major group benefiting most from
urbanization, except in Africa where 77 percent of the

respondents rated them as being the primary
beneficiaries. Africans cite corruption as the main
reason for this advantage.
The survey findings reflect the relatively more
stable and accountable forms of democracy existing
in Latin American as opposed to Asian and African
cities. The findings also point to the extent that scarce
money is dealt out to non-priority areas because of
group interest pressure.
This demonstrates that the urban poor in general
get only minimal access to the benefits of
urbanization and related reforms.
Urban Sprawl Now A Global Problem
Urban sprawl, a trend long associated with
North American cities, is fast engulfing many
developing countries where real estate developers are
pushing a ‘world class lifestyle’.
In many developing countries, urban sprawl
comprises two main, contrasting types of
development in the same city: one is characterized by
7
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large peri-urban areas with informal
and illegal patterns of land use.
This is combined with a lack
of infrastructure, public facilities
and basic services, and often is
accompanied by little or no public
transport and by inadequate access
roads.
The other is a form of
‘suburban sprawl’ in which
residential zones for high-and
middle-income
groups
and
highly-valued commercial and
retail complexes are well-connected
by individual rather than public
transport.
Urban sprawl adds to the
urban divide, pushing social
segregation along economic lines
that result in spatial difference in
wealth and quality of life across
various parts of cities and
metropolitan areas run down inner
cities and more suburbs.
Urban sprawl has a negative
impact on infrastructure and the
sustainability of cities. In most
cases, sprawl translates to an
increase in the cost of transport,
public infrastructure and of
residential
and
commercial
development.
Moreover,
sprawling
metropolitan
areas
require more energy, metal,
concrete and asphalt than do compact cities because
homes, offices and utilities are set farther apart.
Most Equal Cities
The ‘most equal’ developing-world cities
sampled by UN-HABITAT are just ‘equally poor
cities’. This is because their spread in consumption
spending is similar for rich and poor. All these
cities fail to provide water, sanitation or housing to
all residents, and feature some of the highest numbers
of slums in their respective regions.
The ‘most equal cities’ in the sample also
display poor social indicators. Chittagong and
Dhaka – with consumption-based Gini values of 0.29
and 0.31, respectively – are examples. They suffer
under-5 mortality rates of 97 deaths per 1,000
children at urban levels nationwide, and up to 130 in
the worst slum settlements. In Dhakar, a city with
relatively low consumption inequality (0.37), the
8

literacy rate among women was 63 percent in the
year 2000, compared with 90 percent for men. This
combined into a female-to-male literacy ratio of 0.7,
reflecting a marked gender disparity. Likewise, in
Jakarta and Dar es Salaam, overall literacy rated for
women stand at around 94 percent, but in slums and
the most deprived areas they drop to 63 percent and
50 percent, respectively.

(Reprinted from “Urban World”)

For further information
http://www.unhabitat.org

KENYA

A meeting at the University of Nairobi:
Department of Urban & Regional Planning
By Bunjiwe Gwebu.
The subject of the meeting was the collaboration of
NGO , Muungano Support Trust (MuST ) and the
Faculty to support the communities and their
processes, to encourage people driven development,
and to finding workable solutions with the
communities and not for the communities.
Emulating the Asia example of the concept of
grooming and building community architects, the
Kenyan alliance has made it possible!! This is a
movement
of
community
professionals-cum-architects & planners whose
mandate is to forge a workable partnership with the
communities in the informal settlement as a bid to
assist them through their journey towards formality,
and making them understand finally the whole
process of participatory development.
Led by Professor Peter Ngau, they took us
through the history of how the collaboration was
started and how far is has stood firm in the whole
struggle. This is a process that needs full commitment
especially from the professionals and the willingness
to move away from the conventional graduate to
walk the path hand in hand with the communities in
their plight to develop habitable and sustainable
communities whose standards are within the
requirements of their local authorities.
This kind of collaboration, following the
overwhelming movement of community Architects in
Asia spearheaded by CODI, is also possible in South

Africa, and Africa as a whole. It had to start
somewhere in Africa, and the Kenyan collaboration
exudes the platform for that possibility, and I am
positive that also following the Planners’ Workshop
held in Dare Salam, it would be easier to make
presentations to the relevant Departments at the
Universities and other Institutions in Africa to help
garner for the long term and preferably permanent
committed partnership and collaboration of NGOs,
Universities and/or Institutions and communities.
Also following the Community Architects’ Workshop
which was held in Chiang Mai (Thailand), in June
2010, an African movement of Community
Professionals is a possibility.
It is possible, and given the fact that it
has started somewhere in Africa, there is need
to spread it out with no further hesitation, in
a bid to capacitate our community projects
starting from the pre-planning phase, through
the
planning
phase,
up
to
the
implementation phase, and also in a bid to
build strong eligible communities!!
For further information:
Bunjiwe Gwebu, gwebub@durban.gov.za
Irene Karanja Muungano Support Trust (MuST )
info@mustkenya.org
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Sheela, Jockin, Bantay Banay Awarded
Congratulations!!!
Our friends Sheela Patel and Jockin Arputham were
recipients in 2011 of the Padma Shri award in 2011.
Padma Shri is the fourth highest civilian award in the
Republic of India.

Charter Day.
Bantay Banay (Community /Family Watch
against Domestic and Other Gender Based-Violence)

Bantay Banay was likewise awarded as an
Outstanding Institution during the 74th Cebu City
9
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is a network of community and rights-based
multi-stakeholder effort to respond to domestic
violence as an issue of governance. Starting in Cebu
City, it has spread to 65 other cities and
municipalities in the Philippines.
Bantay Banay takes direct intervention against
domestic violence by stopping on-going abuse at the
grassroots level and by providing services to

survivors. Its advocacy has successfully resulted in
many local and national laws and programs that that
uphold the rights of women and children.
For further information:
lih0kpilipina@yahoo.com

JAPAN NETWORK

Professor Yuzo Uchida Has Passed Away
Professor Yuzu Uchida was a man of strong personal
and social principles. He fought for a better society,
and his private life corresponded to this ideal. He was
very professional in his work in the university and in
the society.
He defended the oppressed. For many years
collaborated closelly with the Buraku Liberation
League,
Several of his disciples have been involved with
the poor as people’s architects. He joined ACHR in
the first years.
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His life is an example for us. We pray for the
soul of professor Uchida, for his family and his
followers.

For further information:
ietsuzo@blue.ocn.ne.jp
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The Use of the ACCA Fund and
Support to the Poorest
ACCA Fund
In April 2010, it was agreed about how to use
the Gates Found to expand the ACCA Program's
reach :
•   Maximum. 15 cities per country (including
the big and small projects together).
•   Max. 8 big projects per country, with same
ceiling of $40,000 per project (some cities will have
no big project, so countries have to be strategic in
their choice of big projects!)
•   Same ceiling of $15,000 per city for small
projects (to cover 5-15 projects), but additional
amount of maximum $30,000 per country per year,
can be proposed, to strengthen, broaden, more
creative to new possible change, more deepen the
process of some existing cities and the budget per
project can be more flexible (with good reasons)
•   Budget of $1,000 per city for city
coordination and development in already-approved
cities, to be added to existing cities' budget and
transferred directly to the network or city committee
(But still max. $3,000 for new cities)
•   Budget of max $12,000 per country, per year,
for national coordination (workshops, sharing,

linking things within the country)
•   Budget of max. $10,000 per country for
national exchanges (groups still need to propose
plan and budget)
•   Budget of max. $10,000 per country for
national workshop bringing communities and city
development actors from all projects to meet and
assess and plan related activities for 2010 - 2011
together, plan to strengthen and support community
savings and fund, etc.
•   Additional budget to support the city or
national savings and city fund process. To
strengthen, broaden build capacity for city or
national development funds, community savings
activities. (amount of support depends on proposal)
New Regional Revolving Loan Fund :
It was also agreed in the Lang Son meeting to
use $400,000 of that additional Gates budget (to be
taken from the new $2 million BIG project budget)
as seed capital to set up a new regional revolving
fund, to provide additional loan support to some
projects in existing needy cases, cities, or existing
city CDFs. The fund will be very flexible and can
be used in different ways: to help speed up
implementing housing projects or to broaden
possibilities to include more
projects (to achieve city-wide
objectives), or to use to leverage
other funds or use as a guarantee
fund.
•   Loan ceiling of $50,000
per project, repayable within 5
years, with currency exchange
rates set according to the local
currency (to respect the local
currency!), so groups repay in
their local currency.
•   The fund will be located at
the ACHR secretariat, for the time
being, and country groups can
propose to borrow from the fund
in ACCA committee meetings, as
part of their usual round of
proposals. We will start this new
11
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fund, see how it works, and adjust the terms and
process according to how things really go.
•   This is a way to use the regional process to
support the city process, to show a new system.
AGREEMENTS reached about this new fund
at the meeting in Phnom Penh :
•   Annual interest rate of 4% on loans from
this regional fund
•   Repayment to the fund will be in 5 years, in
at least 6-monthly or once-yearly installments, to
give the
•   borrowing groups the most freedom to
manage their finance internally.
•   The loans will be made from the regional
fund into the city CDFs requesting the loan
•  
Support to the Poorest
On July 8, the ACHR secretarial discussed
with Joan MacDoland, from the SELAVIP
Foundation the possibility to develop a new
regional project focusing on “Secure housing for
Asia’s poorest’” ACHR submitted a proposal which
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was approved.
The project looks at ways to ensure that even
the poorest community members can be par of the
community upgrading and housing projects.
Similar Projects in Thailand
During 2009 a similar project supported by
SELAVIP was implemented by the communities in
Thailand to strengthen the awareness of the needs of
the community’s poorest members.
Very often when the community organizes as
group in a housing project, the very poor is left out
because they cannot afford to repay the loans. This
is not the objective of our projects!!! Everybody has
to be on board. The people implementing the
projects have to think hard about to include
everybody-even the super poor!
To make a bridge between the poorest and the
system, a grant of US$600 was provided by the
SELAVIP project to the poorest families. The
communities were very creative in how to use the
grant to help ensure the poorest could be part of the
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upgrading projects and get decent houses also
.
Asia Regional Project
The same type of project was proposed to
SELAVIP to help the groups to stretch the projects
the groups are already doing to reach the very
poorest community members. The project will
provide a grant of about $600 per family - to help
link the poorest (who might otherwise be excluded)
into the housing process. All the communities will
have to find creative ways to make this possible.
The project will provide $600 grants to max.
20 families per country (roughly). The project's total
proposed budget from SELAVIP is $100,000, which
will be matched by an additional $20,000 from
ACCA. The project will support a total of about 200
very poor families across the region. Could be in an
ACCA- -supported project, or others.

But the most important part of this is the
process by which the community networks discuss
this issue, survey and make themselves aware who
are the poorest, and discuss and think of the solution
together. So it's just like a kind of training, or
boosting communities' awareness of how they have
to regard the very poorest as essential parts of the
community, family members, through the real
working process. The important moral position of
making sure everyone is included!
AGREEMENT: ACCA Committee agrees to
use $20,000 ACCA funds to support this program!
For further information:
achr@loxinfo.co.th
www.achr.net
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Global Land Tool Network
”
Dear Father Jorge,
We want to share with you, our ongoing
participatory slum mapping project in Cuttack,
Orissa. Our proposal was accepted for funding
under GLTN (Global Land Tool Network)
and implementation began in March 2010. The aim
is to map slum boundaries (with the community)
and connect it to survey data (collected by Mahila
Milan) in QGIS. We taught the federation and
Mahila Milan in Cuttack to use a rudimentary GPS
device to mark points along the boundary of slum
settlements, and then use Google earth to connect
the points to form boundary lines. The federation
members
(Sunil
Behera
and
Priyadarshini) then email the SPARC team the

Google earth files which we are putting into QGIS
and linking to survey data to form a visual database
of slums in Cuttack. This can then be used as a
analytical tool for prioritizing slums to be
upgraded/or for PPP models under the new
government subsidy scheme called RAY (Rajiv
Awas Yojana).
I am including below the GLTN newsletter
from June 2010 and website links that highlight
the Cuttack project:
Link on the front page
•   http://www.gltn.net/
•   http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=8
623&catid=5&typeid=6&subMenuId=0 (lwww.u
nhabitat.org)

15
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As part of what is called Grassroots
Mechanism, the Global Land Tool Network (GLTN)
partnering with Huairou Commission, International
Land Coalition and Slum/Shack Dwellers
International is providing support to four
grassroots-led projects in India, Peru, Tanzania and
the Philippines.
Project selection followed an open call for
proposals and was led by a Selection Committee of
four grassroots representatives. Each project entails
a trial scaling-up of a community-based approach to
land policy implementation. The aim in each case is
to help achieve the mainstreaming of the approach
and establish a grassroots-government partnership
for implementation at scale.
For further Information
UNHABITAT
www.unhabitat.org

With funds transferred from Norway and
Sweden to grassroots organizations, and work
already begun on the ground, GLTN is now
launching the process of providing technical
assistance and political support to the projects.
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In India, there is increasing government
interest in community-led enumerations as a way of
facilitating city-wide slum-upgrading. The project
implemented by Society for the Promotion of Area
Resource Centres (SPARC), the National Federation
of Slum-Dwellers and Mahila Milan in Cuttack and
other cities in Orissa, will test out a methodology
for digital, city-wide settlement mapping and for
working with local authorities to secure federal
subsidies for up-grading. The support is focusing on
technical aspects such as spatial data management,
and helping to evaluate methodologies for bridging
the gap between communities and planners. A key
strategic aim is to help embed the approach within
the up-coming Rajeev Awas Yojana federal
slum-upgrading program.
In Lima-Callao, many informal settlements are
highly vulnerable to natural hazards such as
landslides. Government programs for disaster
mitigation exist, yet implementation is hindered by
a top-down process, reliant on expensive technical
surveys. As an alternative, Mujeres Unidas and
Estrategia have trained a network of community
groups to carry out their own community hazard
assessments and to initiate community-led planning,
winning support and financing from government
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agencies. Now these agencies have expressed an
interest in adopting and replicating this approach at
a larger scale.
UN-HABITAT will provide technical and
political support as Mujeres Unidas and Estrategia
test out their approach in new communities and
liaise with government agencies on developing a
partnership approach and on new urban
tenure-related legislation. Up-coming elections
could provide a critical window of opportunity in
2010.
Tanzania's Village Land Act allows
communities to secure customary land and seeks to
secure the tenure rights of women and their role in
decision-making. But it has been hard to make this
law work for Maasai pastoralists with no tradition
of owning land parcels. The Maasai Women's
Development Organisation
(MWEDO)
has
developed an approach for supporting communities
to use the Act through training and support for
women's groups, achieving more gender-responsive
certification at the village and individual level.
UN-HABITAT will be providing technical
assistance to MWEDO on how this can be
developed into a replicable and up-scalable tool that

can be used in liaison with local authorities.
In the Philippines, Indigenous Peoples' claims
to ancestral territories have focused on the
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (CADT). But
processing CADT applications has been blocked by
complex
procedures,
expensive
surveying
requirements and budget constraints. As an interim
alternative, Task Force Mapalad is working with
indigenous community-based organisations and
government agencies to secure Community-Based
Forest Management Agreements that provide
security of tenure for up to 50 years through a lease
without prejudicing CADT claims. The agency’s
technical assistance will focus on independent
evaluation of this approach with the aim of
assessing its value, identifying best practices, and
helping to strengthen partnerships with the relevant
government agencies
For further information:
http://www.gltn.net/
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=8623&c
atid=5&typeid=6&subMenuId=0
(lwww.unhabitat.org)
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Livable, Vibrant and Sustainable Key Elements of Cities in Emerging Economies
”

By William Lim
18 Mar 2010
Introduction
This presentation will be in two parts. In Part I, I
will briefly discuss four essential issues to identify
where we are today. They are: - a) the New World
Order; b) challenging Eurocentricity; c) demise of
Western urban theories; and d) urban explosion in
emerging economies. In Part II, I will examine
selected critical urban theories and practices and their
possible relevance.
Part I
a) The New World Order – The single most
significant event which has fundamentally changed
our understanding and perception today is the global
power shift of the New World Order. The severity of
the present global financial downward turmoil is
unprecedented since the Great Depression in the early
20th century. Much of the basic operating
assumptions of neo-liberal capitalism such as
deregulations, the Washington Consensus and free
trade have been challenged. The illusionary utopian
culture and growth by privileging the super-rich and
permitting ruthless manipulation of major financial
instruments have been totally exposed. The current
financial crisis has necessitated urgent massive
response to prevent a total global economic collapse.
Western governments led by the United States are
introducing huge financial supports and stimulus
packages. In the process, a serious global depression
is avoided.
In China, priorities are given to renewable
energy, locally based job creation, eco-urbanism and
environmental sustainability as well as major
infrastructure improvement in under-developed
regions. These policy actions have collectively
maintained high rate of growth in China, and should
soon result in narrowing the rural/urban income gap
as well as introducing universal health care and
viable welfare for all her citizens. A new
development model for the developing countries is
now clearly emerging. The enormous benefits of this

development model must have generated increasing
attention to and confidence in other major emerging
economies everywhere. This new scenario has
certainly hastened the global power shift as clearly
indicated in the increasing influence of developing
economies during the recent meeting of G-20 and
beyond. The entire centre-periphery structure of the
present global economy has now been subverted, and
the world as we know it has dramatically changed.
In the meantime, global climatic crisis has
reached a moment of truth. Our world is now nearing
the dangerous tipping points of environmental
calamity, which would last for a long period of time
and are difficult to arrest and reverse. The recent
inconclusive
Copenhagen
Climate
Change
Conference can only be the first major step towards
effective global actions. To achieve a truly
sustainable world is no longer just a utopian dream.
The road ahead will be challenging and at least in the
beginning, expensive. Major mind-set policy changes
are essential to encourage creative, innovative ideas
in untested territories and to overcome the current
obsessions in maximizing profit and efficiency of the
already known.
b) Challenging Eurocentricity - With the rise of
military supremacy and economic dominance, values,
ideas and institutions of the West have set the
universal standards and framework for the discourse
and conceptualization of modernity, human rights and
democracy. Noted scholars including specialists on
Chinese contemporary history Fairbank and Wang are
clearly skeptical about the existence of these
universal values and their transferability. To quote
philosopher Charles Taylor: “The future of our world
will be one in which all societies will undergo
change…some of these changes may be parallel, but
they will not converge, because new differences will
emerge from the old.” The non-West is now
challenging the Western concept of rights and
democracy as it is ineffective without priorities being
given to social justice and basic needs of the
19
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population at large and without serious adjustments
to local peculiarities and cultural traditions. For the
longest time, breaking out from the age-old poverty
trap in the developing world was only an illusionary
utopian dream. The critical challenges in these
countries are to meet the basic needs of the
population. These needs include freedom from
hunger and acute poverty as well as basic shelter,
education, health-care and clean air and water. With
major power-shift and re-structuring of development
priority in the emerging New World Order, conditions
are now ready to achieve these ambitious global
objectives for all mankind. It is in this context that I
have strongly argued that many universalistic
assumptions of Eurocentric modernity are no longer
viable paradigms for the non-West to understand
contemporary society. In the dynamic global changes
of contemporariness, the discourse and applications
of the modernity in each country must evolve within
its own traditions and culture.
c) Demise of Western urban theories - After
WWII, the Modern Movement in architecture was
restructured and hijacked by American MNCs as an
effective tool for their overseas expansion. The
International Style has been established with
aesthetic standardization and universalization of the
end products for quick adaptation. This dramatically
compromised and constricted architects’ creativity.
Simultaneously, capitalist-inspired urban theories
including massive destruction of traditional city
centers are widely implemented in many emerging
economies like China today. Cities are treated as if
they are interchangeable and design statements for
their buildings are transferable anywhere. We must
recognize that the practice of architecture and
urbanism is never independent of politics. Given the
limited resources available in developing countries,
the present elitist urban practices based on the model
of western capitalist modernism are clearly not viable.
Directions of architecture and urbanism today are in
total confusion. All the architectural ISMs and urban
theories in the last few decades have failed badly to
provide the necessary creative energy and ideological
anchorage to meet the challenges of a rapidly
changing and increasingly complex world
particularly in the emerging economies. Many
long-held urban theories are being contested as new
social and economic conditions demand new
solutions. The International Style’s generic appeal
and the illusionary magic of Modernist universalism
are clearly no longer relevant. Speculative properties
disguised
as
architecture
and
investment
opportunities have absorbed high amount of surplus
capital and are clearly not sustainable. In response
20

to challenges of global sustainability and the present
global financial crisis, there is now an increasing
awareness in the essentiality of public ethical
responsibility beyond obsessive priority for monetary
gain and the illusionary unrealizable urban imagery.
d) Urban explosion in emerging economies –
The scale and velocity of urbanization today in
developing countries are historically unprecedented.
Cities of the four tiger economies (South Korea,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore) and the more
prosperous coastal region in China have generated
substantial job opportunities for millions including
incoming exodus from surplus rural labor. In the
meantime, substantial urbanization in preserving the
surrounding nature and agricultural land are often
sacrificed for short-term gain. With strong financial
support from central governments, many megacities
even in low-income developing countries such as
Mumbai and Jakarta still appear livable and
manageable. Notwithstanding the rapidly reduced
population growth rate, rural poverty remains the
main cause for mass rural-urban migration. In the
name of modernization and development, the present
scale of forcible evictions of urban poor and farmers
are immense and escalating. Many inner city and
peripheral slums in low-income countries are
approaching or even exceeding half the total
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population. Furthermore, the almost universal
refusals to provide even basic facilities, minimum
legal entitlement and other supporting social services
for the slum residents are symbolic attitudes of the
elitist-oriented authorities. We are fast approaching a
major urban catastrophe in these cities, unless the
urban poor and farmers can unite and successfully
challenge the imposed conditions of their terminal
marginality and claim their rightful share of
development benefits as citizens of their cities.
Part II
In the present age of unprecedented dynamic
changes and untested consequences of explosive
economic growth and rapid urban expansion, no
known urban development strategy and formula can
be suitably applied universally. New theories are
continuously being formulated and pragmatic
experiments are being tested. It is in this context that
I have selected critical urban theories and practices
and examine their relevance in contributing towards
the livability, vibrancy and sustainability of cities in
emerging economies. In this presentation, I have
grouped them under three headings. They are a)
urban strategies and memories; b) urban
transportation; and c) spatial justice and
sustainability.
a) Urban strategies and memories – In the New
World Order, the centripetal concentrated patterns of
spatial global financial activities of Western
capitalism in major cities are now not sustainable.
Pyramid-like high density urban centre(s) is now
outdated. We must discard the illusionary symbolism
of modernity characterized by very tall buildings.
Cities of skyscrapers are clearly not ecologically
sustainable. To quote Ken Yeang, “In fact it is one of
the most un-ecological of all building types.” They
should only be built sparingly at specific locations
such as near a transportation hub, or for specific
non-economic
objectives.
Furthermore,
ICT
revolution today rapidly generates complex webs of
information and connectivity between people within
the country and from all corners of the globe. New
temporal and spatial connections of networked
society are rapidly eroding the present outmoded
spatial and temporal connections. The new generation
will have less need for desk-central space and can
operate anywhere and at any time.
To meet these challenges, I propose an
implementable new urban strategy which will result
in complex, open-ended and exciting new urban
forms and will facilitate for the new and experimental.
It will prevent harmful demolition of the old and

historical significant. The sheer number of old
buildings that can benefit from retrofitting and
upgraded equipment is staggering. This applies
particularly to numerous high-rise buildings
constructed during recent decades in many major
cities of developing economies. Together, they
provide major potential for reducing the wasteful use
of resources. Cities must evolve and develop through
carefully layering over the past mental space in order
to strengthen the spatial memories of citizens over
time. It is well to remember that “in the end, our
society will be defined not only by what we create,
but by what we refuse to destroy.”
b) Urban transportation – In large cities, public
transport system inevitably requires an extensive
subway network and comprehensive bus services
running on exclusive bus lanes. For emerging
economies, Beijing and Shanghai have successfully
implemented them. Monorail is flexible at an
affordable capital cost, but it has low carrying
capacity and fares are higher. However, it serves the
middle-income users as an attractive alternative to
driving. A successful example is Bangkok. Extensive
car usage is still the main culprit causing frequent
traffic deadlocks and excessive air pollution as well
as seriously disrupting urban workability and
destroying the vibrancy of street life. Shanghai has
successfully implemented a daring urban traffic
experiment of elevated highway ring-roads rising 10
meters and above the ground. These ring-roads have
provided temporary relief for the middle-income’s
aspiration of car ownership. They have also
prevented massive destruction of existing urban
fabric with the construction of major roads on ground
level. This urban experiment has presented a
challenging new dimension to the predictable norms
of modernist urban capes, and can be adopted with
modification in cities of other emerging economies,
such as in Jakarta with additional provision of bus
lane(s). However, planning cities to be much less
car-dependent will be a key part of any plan towards
a livable and vibrant environment.
Cycling is now increasingly popular everywhere.
Bicycles are available at affordable cost and provide
personal mobility for everyone. Electric bicycles will
further provide the much needed mobility for the
elderly. Cycling and walking should certainly be
encouraged with city-wide networks of bicycle lanes
and walkways. For cities in the emerging economies,
millions will benefit by returning and providing
cyclists their rightful status and facilities. Taxi is a
very viable mode of transport when fares are kept to
affordable level for the middle-income, such as in
21
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most developing economies. However, each city
poses its own challenges to provide efficient and
affordable transportation for everyone. For example,
Hong Kong has introduced a multi-pronged traffic
solution. Hong Kong has an extensive network of
efficient privately-owned minibuses. It maintains the
nostalgic pre-war low-fare tram system in the
traditional downtown. An incredibly exciting
second-level pedestrian connections links major
commercial buildings and successfully separates
pedestrian from motorized traffic. Hong Kong also
has the world’s first and longest vertical ‘Central
Mid-levels Escalator System’ which is free-of-charge
and is attractive for locals and visitors alike. c)
Spatial justice and sustainability - To provide the
basic needs and amenities for the whole community,
particularly the poor in developing countries, it is
essential to expand the concept of citizen rights,
spatial justice and affordability. Presently, many
governments have adopted sustainable development
as a slogan to attract and provide new investment
opportunity without moral principles. It is important
for us to ask the challenging question: - sustainable
environment for whom – who benefits and who
loses? To eliminate poverty, improve quality of life
for the majority and decrease income gap must be
central to our deliberations on sustainability. With the
New World Order, ruthless exploitation of the poor is
no longer acceptable. We must find alternative
solutions which are more equitable and humane
during the difficult transitional period of the
development process. It is now recognized that the
urban poor are the essential source of ideas and
support to improving their own lives and
environment. They are not the enemy. They are
partners in the policy debate over how rapidly
urbanizing world will cope with the coming massive
urban influx. Citizen rights to the city must be all
embracing to include provisions for housing, health
and education and should be extended to everyone
particularly rural migrants of your own country, such
as in China, India and Indonesia. We must introduce
new urban ethics which will evolve in-depth
understanding of local culture and spatial justice for
all in the community. To foster a culture of
sustainability, governments need active citizen
support to set appropriate laws and create social
priority such as editing out unsustainable behavior.
When properties are no longer considered
economically viable or when they become
dilapidated, they are inevitably subjected to
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demolition and reconstruction. They exist as
substantial areas or as in-between spaces — cracks
and gaps created by new urban projects and major
infrastructural development, including strips of
unused land under highways. To describe these
spaces, I have used the term: Spaces of Indeterminacy.
They are pluralistic and exhibit a high degree of
tolerance of differences and chaotic complexities.
These spaces are unique, and inherently site-specific.
They reflect the sensitivity that defines the local
culture, and can provide a key resistance to
destructive modernistic urban interventions.
Conclusion
In the New World Order today, we need an open
system which will accept conflict, tolerate chaos and
welcome new knowledge and unexpected progressive
societal changes as well as positively facilitate
democratic public discourses and citizen participation.
In the process, completely new priorities of
urbanization and exciting innovative solutions will
emerge. A new global vision is emerging where the
quality of life for all citizens must be the key ethos
and core value. Furthermore, the quality of urban
social life is clearly not measured by the scale of
monuments, its shopping malls, its commercial
extravaganza or its top-down officially regulated
activities and festive celebrations, but the livable,
vibrant and sustainable quality of the environment
and the intensity of interactions by participating
citizens.
（Very interesting foot notes has been omitted for
space reason、you could get them from Mr Lim）
For further information:
William Siew Wai Lim
179 River Valley Road, #05-06
Singapore 179033
E-mail: wswlim.research@gmail.com
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Participatory Governance
Book Review:
“From Political Won’t to Political Will”

Corazon Juliano-Soliman (Dinki) Philippine
Minister of Welfare rightly said that the book titled
“From Political Won’t to Political Will” Building
Support for Participatory Governance is a must read
for all believers in participatory governance.
The book is edited by Carmen Malena and is
based on the insights of a group of leading
practitioners.
They explain that unfortunately there are some
key underlying reasons for the political won’t and
that a genuine political will include key reasons to
support participatory governance.

Political must: Lack of sanctions
Political can: Lack of confidence in citizen/CSO
capacity.
Societal level factors
Political want: Entrenched corruption and patronage,
powerful vested interests
Political must: Lack of public pressure & citizens
engagement (due to lack of rights,
disempowerment, fear or apathy)
Political can: Dissembling legal framework
Participative governance

Participatory governance:
Some reasons for Political Wont
Politician - Individual level factors
Political want: Fear loss of power/seeing non
benefits
Political must: Autocratic or technocratic attitude
Political can: Lack of personal capacity
Political Organizational level factors
Political want:Lack of organizational initiatives
Political must Lack of committed leadership
Political can: Lack of confidence in citizens/ Civil
Society Organization (CSO) capacity
Politicians: Relational- level factors
Political want: Poor civil society-state relations,
CSO’s seen as opponents

Politician Individual level Factors
Political want: Personal values and priorities
Political must: Sense of duty
Political can: Personal knowledge, skill and rights
Organizational level factors
Political want: Organizational incentives/ rewards
Political must: Rules, regulations, restrictions
Political can: Appropriate mechanisms and
resources.
Relational level factors
Political want: Constructive civil Society-State
relations
Political must: Building partnerships agreements
Political can: Able CSOs & productive Civil
society- State partnership
Societal level factors
Political want: Public support
Political must: Public pressure (informed- engaged
citizenship and /or media)
Political can: Enabling legal framework
For further information:
“From Political Won’t to Political Will Building Support for Participatory Governance”
Edited by Carmen Malena
Kumarian Press
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Cham People-UPDF-ACCA

The Cham People
Cham People are remnants of the Kingdom of
Champa (7th to 15th centuries). They are closely
related to other Austronesian peoples
The ancestors of the Cham probably migrated
from the island of Borneo. At its height in the 9th
century, the kingdom controlled the lands between
Huế, in central Annam, to the Mekong Delta in
Cochinchina. Its prosperity came from maritime
trade in sandalwood and slaves and probably
included piracy
The expansion by the Vietnamese in 1720
resulted in the annexation of the Champa kingdom
and its persecution by the Vietnamese king, Minh
Mạng. As a consequence, the last Champa Muslim
king, Pô Chien, decided to gather his people (those
on the mainland) and migrate south to Cambodia,
Visiting Cham villages
Khan Rossei Keo (Phnom Penh)
In the early morning of 19 November, 2009, a
big fire destroyed 452 houses in five	
  adjacent
communities along the Tonle Sap River, in Chrang
Chumreh 2 Sub District, in Phnom Penh’s Roessei	
 
Keo District. Most of the people	
  living in these
settlements are Cham Muslims whose fishing and
sea-faring ancestors first settled here over a	
 
hundred years ago. After the fall of the Khmer
Rouge regime in 1979, the survivors from these
communities came back to resettle in their ancestral
riverside communities, where they now work as
fishermen, moto-taxi drivers, construction workers,
garment makers and vendors, earning between $2
and $4 per day.
The five burned communities	
  all have very
mature, strong women’s savings groups, most of
them established 11 years ago, which are	
  now part
of a district-wide community savings network, with
their own district-level Community Development
Fund and Welfare scheme. There are 254 savings
members among the 452 fire-affected households,
with	
  collective savings of over US$12,000. and
have been part of the yearly cycle of

community-managed 	
  income-generation loans
from UPDF to produce prahok the fermented fish
that is a national delicacy.
Although the people have lived here over a
century, they have no	
  formal land titles, but they
do have certificates of occupancy issued by the
District in 1992. In other parts of the city, these
kinds of fires in poor communities are often used as
an excuse to evict people, but in this case, there	
 
was strong encouragement and support from the
government at all levels (the sub district and district
heads and the Prime Minister himself) to rebuild
their houses.
Immediately after the fire, the Phnom Penh
Community Savings Network conducted a survey in
the area to determine the extent of the damage, list
affected families, begin the relief process and assist
the community to negotiate support from the local
government and local private sector donors for
emergency relief supplies.
The first priority for the communities was to
build permanent houses and restore the destroyed
infrastructure especially water supply systems,
electricity and toilets.
To provide housing loans for the
reconstruction of 157 houses in the five
community’s $40,000 ACCA funds has been added
to another $97,000 from the UPDF for housing
loans of up to $1,000 each family.
Neakkawant Temple
The community near the Neakkawant temple
of 329 families leaving around the railways also had
a big fire. They have 2 saving groups (one of 105
families and other 104 families) they have receive
emergency help and they are negotiating their
reconstruction.
Koh Kong
Communities around Koh Kong got support of
ACCA. Some villages got electricity. Others
villages also got support. A group of young leaders
have built a road. The Becuang Kachong
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community now has a

network center with 570

saving members.

For further information:
Email
http
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Savings and Fund in Cambodia
Using "people's finance" to build
a national support system for the poor in Cambodia
.The process in Cambodia began in a situation
where terrible evictions were happening. There
were no community organizations at all and the
whole country was still reeling from decades of war
and tragedy.
In 1994, some poor communities in Phnom
Penh started the first savings groups. Four years
later, in 1998, the Urban Poor Development Fund
was set up under an MOU between the community

savings network, the Phnom Penh Municipality and
the ACHR, with a loan capital of $20,000 from
ACHR (from Misereor).
The UPDF was set up in response to an
eviction crisis and it funded the city’s first
community-managed housing relocation project by
a roadside squatter settlement. Twelve years later,
the fund has grown to over US$ 2 million, with
people’s savings and various contributions from
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outside (including a monthly contribution by the
Prime Minister).
When there is an eviction threat now,
communities can negotiate with the government to
try to get land and then get loans from UPDF to
build their houses.
This process started in Phnom Penh initially,
but the savings network and UPDF have expanded
to almost all the major towns and cities in
Cambodia. There are now over 2,000 savings
groups in 26 cities, with 24,000 members and
combined savings of about US$ 700,000.
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The UPDF remains the only national-scale
support system for the urban poor in Cambodia,
through the loans and grants it gives for income
generation, housing, land purchasing, infrastructure,
upgrading, community enterprise and welfare.

For further information
www.updfkh.net
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Haiti Earthquake Survivors Living in
Appalling Circumstances
After the devastating earthquake, witch killed
250,000 people and left 1.5 million homeless
internal refugees, the international community, after
an initial outburst of charity, has failed to provide
the concerted effort. Former US Presidents Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush are co-heading a fund
to help Haiti. The fund has raised $52 million so far,
but it has been of very little help for the 1.5 million
Haitians still living in tent cities.

AMONG the NGOs Doctors Without Borders
is stepping up its cholera response in Port-au-Prince.
They have by November 1,000 beds for treatment
of cholera cases. Doctors Without Borders has
currently 165 international staff members and more
than 400 Haitian staff members working on cholera
treatment in the island.
“We are trying to explain that cholera can kill,
but at the same time it is a disease that you can

Haiti 2010 © Isabelle Jeanson/MSF

An MSF cholera treatment center in the Carrefour neighborhood of Port-au-Prince
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treat quite easily. Cholera treatment centers where
and added: “Patients are coming from everywhere,
patients can be isolated are critical for effective
thorough the city slums and even wealthy areas.”
treatment. The access points are controlled so that
whomever enters or leaves is sprayed with chlorine
For further information:
to disinfect properly and prevent spread of infection,”
Doctors Without Borders
said Stefano Zannini, Doctors Without Borders head
of mission in Haiti.
Zannini is getting increasingly concerned by
the sheer numbers of people in need of treatment,
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Eruption Mount Merapi, UP-LINK and Students
Dear Friends,
As some of you might follow from the media,
Mount Merapi on the north of Yogyakarta,
Indonesia is erupting since 26 October 2010.
The eruption is not calming down. On contrary
it is getting massive. Within one week the safety
zone was moved twice from radius 10km to 15 km
then to 20km from the summit.
In Yogyakarta, where we stayed since a couple
weeks back, we received ash fall-out twice.
Muntilan, a city between Yogyakarta and the
famous Borobudur temple, suffered the same fate
yesterday.
Here are some pictures I took yesterday from
Muntilan and surroundings:
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=
292164&id=581573827&l=da4a0a7f97
We have been in coordination with three other
architect-colleagues we met during Uplink's work in
Aceh and Yogya.
We are working with tens of students of Duta
Wacana University (UKDW) to deliver basic needs
and to build latrines in KPRI refugee camp, Dukun
village, Muntilan.
Teamwork runs very well, thanks to
enthusiasm shown by the students. We worked for

three days and many times under a torrential rain.
However on the fourth day when we should
have finished the five units of latrines with septic
tanks the camp was cleared and declared as danger
zone.
It is very tricky to provide technical assistance
for refugee camps at this point. Transport is getting
more difficult, while camps frequently relocate to
adjust to the new safety zones.
This brings the condition in the refugee camps
back to zero where food, clean water and sanitation
is extremely needed.
What we are doing now is extending
coordination with a wider group and to get updates
on the locations and situations of the refugee camps
in the hope can get some concrete ideas on what tyo
do.
This is all we can tell at the time being and
thank you for following.
In solidarity,
Andrea Fitrianto
For further information:
Andrea Fitrianto (Cak-Cak):
andrea.fitrianto@gmail.com
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Beyond Walls and Fences
Health Work in the Palestinian Enclaves
All people have a right to equal access to the
highest achievable level of health. This absolute,
indivisible right has been Medico International’s
watchword since 1968. However health involves
more than mere access to medicine and doctors;
decent living conditions also play a role, i.e. the
assertion of economic, social and cultural human
rights. This is why health is always a political
matter. In Israel & Palestine, national and ethnic
backgrounds decide who gets access to healthcare.
An enclave system has been constructed in the
occupied territories, greatly curtailing the free
movement of people and goods. Development
potential has not simply been frozen as a
consequence; every single area of life has been
affected. Access to health services is highly
restricted and political conditions systematically
undermine any attempt to achieve humane living
conditions. And that is without reference to the war
impinging on everyday Israeli and Palestinian life, a
fact we only mention in passing here.
Managing Despite the odds
The wall and other barriers have had a

particularly adverse impact on the rural population
living near the Green Line and the recently built
443 motorway in the West Bank district of
Ramallah. The motorway is for Israeli use only and
bisects the whole region.
During 2008 Medico continued working here
with its partners in order to maintain and improve
primary
healthcare
for
27
marginalized
communities comprising 75,000 inhabitants.
Patients were cared for by family doctors,
gynecologists and health workers. Clinics were
renovated, patients received medicines at affordable
prices and a number of laboratory technicians were
at least able to carry out the most important basic
tests in rudimentary laboratories.
In addition to their daily work, healthcare
professionals ran courses to help local people
improve their knowledge of topics such as hygiene,
chronic illness and nutrition. The situation in the
Gaza strip was even worse. Israel continued to duck
its responsibilities for a territory still under its
control.
The Gaza strip blockade, a consequence of
Israel’s “Disengagement” policy, was further
tightened following Hamas’ ascent to power in June
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2007. As a result, an already inadequate
civilian
infrastructure
imploded,
including the water supply and the
health sector.
So
that
the
marginalized
communities’ poorest civilians could
receive primary healthcare services,
Medico supported its longstanding
partner, the Palestinian Medical Relief
Society (PMRS) and its endeavors to
get primary healthcare to around
225,000 Gaza inhabitants. Medicines
were purchased and transported to
Gaza, despite delaying tactics from the
Israeli
administration.
Patients
MRS colleagues in the West Bank: planning in the field.
suffering from acute or chronic illness
obtained medicine and young children
received formula milk. In addition, two
society concerned for the health of all.
mobile clinics attended to around 18,000 patients in
Hence Medico’s support for Jenin’s Freedom
marginalized localities, who were partially badly
Theatre - drama can double as therapy. In the Jenin
affected by military operations.
refugee camp, notorious for being a stronghold of
There was also an item of unplanned
violence, girls and boys have a safe space to work
expenditure - the cost of hiring a mobile clinic,
through their experiences of violence and
because the corresponding PMRS equipment was
powerlessness. Self-esteem gained enables them to
destroyed during an Israeli air raid on Gaza’s city
be supportive to others and to question traditional
center. Meanwhile, over in the Jordan Valley, the
hierarchies.
Israeli administration is refusing to allow
The crisis in the occupied territories will only
Palestinian households a water and electricity
end if political conditions fundamentally change.
supply. Access to water and land is greatly restricted
For that reason, Medico funded its Israeli partner,
in favor of Israeli settlers, which forces the local
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR-IL), so that it
Palestinian inhabitants to move into the
could compile reports showing unequal access to
overcrowded enclaves further west.
health, human rights violations, worsening
Seeking to support these farming communities,
exclusion and greater alienation between the
the Union of Agricultural Work Committees
different communities.
(UAWC) and Medico have set up a pilot project
Cooperation between Israelis, Jews and
helping two rural communities in the Jordan Valley
Palestinians on the basis of a common political
to survive financially, to inform themselves of their
agenda is illustrated in exemplary fashion by Jenin’s
rights and not to be forced out of their villages in
Freedom Theatre or by PHR-IL‘s and PMRS’s joint
order to live decently.
projects. Projects like these show that, whatever
happens, we must never give up hope, even when
Theatre against Despair
hope seems a contradiction in terms.
Many inhabitants are under great mental
pressure due to diminishing social cohesion,
For further information:
coupled with economic decline and a dearth of
future prospects (caused by the Israeli enclave
Medico international e.V.
system). Domestic violence, depression, a
Burgstr. 106
60389 Frankfurt am Main
willingness to accept reactionary types of
Germany - Allemagne - Alemania
explanations and solutions are an outcome of this
eMail: info@medico.de
process. In private, people increasingly express a
Internet: www.medico.de
feeling of hopelessness, which undermines capacity
to maintain or take forward a solidarity-based
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KENYA

August 2010
Kenya federation started in 1995 in Nairobi, but
currently it has grown to almost all towns in Kenya.
The federation currently enjoys a membership of
61,000 (women 33,000 and Men 28,000) members
in 500 saving schemes. The summery of Kenya
federation is as follows.
Component
No of saving groups
No of members:
Women
Men
No of Cities
No of settlement
profiles/enumerations
No of city wide
profiles/enumerations
No of exchanges
(national)
No of exchanges
(international)
No. of water
connections

(Changes)
this period

Total
533
61,000
33,000
28,000
9

7

25

3

6
450
per year
15
per year

200
households

Impact
Considerable numbers of shack dwellers in
Nairobi live on private land. according to
Muungano wa Wanavijiji’s city wide inventories in
three cities and several urban centers. These groups
are vulnerable to eviction and, as significantly, are
unable to address their needs for tenure security and
hence improve their access to services and
dwellings. While it may be difficult for land owners
to evict them, they cannot claim the rights they are
entitled to in the law (squatters’ rights) because each
household has to claim individually with associated
costs.
As a result, there is a “stalemate” in many
neighborhoods with the urban poor bearing the

consequences for their housing, health and
livelihoods. At the same time, evictions do take
place on some sites adding to the sense of
vulnerability for all shack dwellers.
Many of the benefits associated with the
development of Mukura Sinai are Nairobi-wide or
nationwide.
However, there are also significant benefits for
those living in the immediate neighborhood. An
enumeration of the households living adjacent to the
land shows that there are approximately 25,000
households in the area.
The land on which these families are living is
owned by a small number of rich land-owners
including: a private industrialist and established
philanthropist (Chandaria), the Kenyan Commercial
Bank (who acquired the land when a borrower
defaulted), Kenya Railways, and Mr Biwott (an ex
minister in the Moi government).
The
development at Mukura Sinai will be used to put
pressure on these individuals and corporations to
transfer their land to the present residents. The
public profile (and evident inclinations in the case
of Mr Chandaria) means that it is likely that a well
articulated campaign will be successful. In recent
months, Pamoja staff has been supporting the
enumeration of households in the immediate area in
preparation for this campaign.
Twelve thousand households have been
enumerated to date.
These households are
currently being mapped on existing land ownership
records so that it is clear who lives on whose land.
Scale
The Kenya Alliance remains committed to
achieving scale. To do this requires extending
their interventions in several directions:
•   scale in terms of the intensity of inclusion –
extending options to all of those living within a
designated area (not just savings scheme members).
This has been partially secured through upgrading
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Assets:
Land acquired

Infrastructure

Toilets
Housing

This period
Quantity
120 Acres Purchase Land
for 24,500 Households
secure through state
allocation
Opportunities for
individual household water
connections created for
4200 households in 2
settlements
42 ablution blocks
commissioned
120 units Completed
200 units Construction
4,000 units at design
andplanning stages

approaches developed to date.
•   scale in terms of extending the spatial
distribution of neighborhoods – spreading the
proven options to new areas throughout the country.
This is currently underway.
•   Scale in terms of increasing the diversity of
options that are available – the ability to reach out
to groups with different needs and priorities.
Mukura Sinai is an important step forward in this
respect as it involves an intervention designed for
those living on privately owned land.
•   Finally, this project has relevance to other
groups, including SDI affiliates in the larger African
cities, seeking to develop improved housing options
in a similar context.
•   This
is
a
context
characterized by the widespread lack
of secure tenure and contested land
ownership, limited state subsidies,
low incomes and the need for
incremental development, and an
interest acquiring well-located land.
Sustainability
For the last four years, the
government has made an annual
commitment of KSh 500 million to a
fund for low-income housing within
the budget of the Ministry of
Housing. Unable to see how to
allocate these funds, officials have
placed within a Fund to prevent them
being returned to the Treasury – but
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Total
Value in USD

Quantity

Value in USD

1.2 million

168,000
400,000
600,000
300,000

the monies have not been used for any activities
(apart from Fund administration). The Alliance has
already begun targeting these funds for this new
development. They have a verbal promise from
the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Housing
that monies from the Fund will be allocated to cover
infrastructure costs at Mukura Sinai in the form of a
grant. (Funds have already been committed by the
government from a World Bank loan to extend bulk
infrastructure to the site and this is underway.)
The Alliance has previously sought to access the
Fund but has been told that a development of a few
hundred houses will not qualify and it needs to be a
single development of the scale of Mukura Sinai.
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Once an initial commitment has been made, the
Alliance will seek to secure additional monies from
the Fund. There is good reason to believe that
securing an initial grant will “crack open” this Fund
through the establishment of an allocation process.
Leverage
The first development at KambiMoto has been
followed by further developments on adjacent land
at Huruma where some 2,000 households are now
able to secure tenure.
Together with further negotiations elsewhere
in the city, the Alliance is assisting approximately
9,000 households currently living on state land to
acquire tenure with associated benefits for access to
services and housing improvement. None of these
developments are taking place on Greenfield sites
and they all involve existing dwellers securing
tenure of the land on which they are currently
living.
Kenyan Alliance to ensure that housing is
affordable.
In particular, the new model of
housing investment with the collective construction
of foundations plans toilet opens up a new source of
leverage – individual lending by finance institutions
to households wanting additional housing finance.
This is seen as essential to enable the Alliance to
focus on reaching the large numbers of those in
need with limited investment finance.
Engagement with Government
Policy development for land and housing is at
an interesting stage. The Kenyan government
introduced a multi-stakeholder review of existing
policies in 2002, and a new land and housing policy
have emerged. These policies are largely designed
by professionals and have not been piloted in any
systematic fashion. Despite this, there are now
discussions about them being advanced into
legislation. This development will provide an
opportunity to test these policies in a low-income
housing development/
The Alliance has succeeded in securing the
status of “special planning areas” for its
developments on state land.
For further information
Irene Karanja
Muungano Support Trust (MuST)
P.O.Box 20509 00100,Nairobi,Kenya.
ikaranja@mustkenya.or
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Mabatini Planning and
Struggles
Mabatini is one of the 10 villages of Mathare valley.
Mabatini lies on approximately 1.5 acres
accommodating around 400 households.
Mabatini is a Swahili word that means “in the
ironsheets”, depicting the building materials of the
area. The majority of the adult residents of Mathare
are laborers, involved in food production others
selling charcoal or vegetables, etc.
Most activity in Mabatini happens along Mau
Mau road, which traverses the entire Mathare Valley
connecting to Kiamutesya. This road links with
Mathare North road that connects to Juja road. The
land is in a prime location which land grabbers see as
an opportunity to invest regardless of the fact that it
has been occupied for more than 30 years.
Mabatini residents have lived in harmony,
withstanding the wave of politically instigated hatred
in 2008, when Kenya was plunged into bloody
skimishes over the results of national elections.
. Mabatini is now a home around 400
households but without adequate basic services.in
2007, the residents formed and organization related to
the Muungano wa Wanavijiji to improve their living
conditions
Muungano helped the residents to uplift their
small businesses and
their welfare, and to
build a community-led
upgrading process. The
group started daily
savings.
Through
exchanges
the
community learned how
to improve their living
conditions.
In December 2007,
Mabatini
residents
registered the group as
Muungano
Mabatini
Mwangaza and wrote to
the Nairobi City Council,

Department of City Planning and to the Ministry of
Lands, for the land regularization.
In response to their application, the council
advised them, through an official letter, to start with
upgrading the infrastructure.
This letter was encouraging, leading to increase
the savings and to begin with a community-led
planning process.
In July, 2009 Muungano wa Mabatini
established a water kiosk and applied for an abblution
block (toilet) construction. This was approved by
Nairobi City Council, Director of City Planning
Department and built.
Several times private developers tried to get
their land. The residents have resisted.
Finally the municipally allowed them to upgrade.
They have surveyed the settlement dividing it in 3
sectors (A-B-C).
The leaders want every body of the 400 families
being included in the project. They intend to build 4
room houses of 56 square meters each. In the first
phase the 4 families will leave each in one room.
Each group of 4 families will build a second floor
and one of the families will move up. They will pay
the debt and build the next floors.
Mabatini
community has formed
with other 8	
  informal
communities of the
Mahare
Valler
the
Mungano Network. All
of them are saving and
met every Tuesday to
discuss their housing
problems.
Each
settlement needs to be
represented at least with
6 members.
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For further information:
Irene Karanja
Muungano Support Trust (MuST)
P.O.Box 20509 00100,Nairobi,Kenya.
ikaranja@mustkenya.or
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On Site Upgrading in Vientiane
The Nong Duang Thung Community	
 
Nong Duang Thung is a squatter community in
the center of Vientiane, on government land in an
area that is very quickly being leased out and
developed by foreign investors for apartment blocks
and commercial	
  developments.
The upgrading project at Nong Duang Thung
is a strategic case, because the people have
negotiated with the government to secure their land
on a long-term lease (at nominal rent), and will
show that upgrading on the same site is possible and
is a reasonable alternative to eviction and relocation
outside the city.
The community people have been assisted by
Professor Pisith of the National University of Lao
and a team of 12 young local architects, who have
helped the community survey and map the
settlement, develop a community re-blocking and
upgrading plan and set up community task forces to
manage different aspects of the construction work.
The community’s active savings group (which
was the first in Vientiane) is the center of the
process, and this project is being used partly to
mobilize the savings groups in other parts of the
city to start working on the issue of housing.
This is the first community-managed housing
project in Lao PDR.
Upgrading of the
Thum Kham Kum Community in Progress
With the permission of the local authorities
other 30 squatter families with the help of a young
architect are planning the re-blocking and
improvement of their houses

For further information:
achr@loxinfo.co.th
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Nepal First Community
Housing Relocation Project
at Kirtipur

The Urban Community Support Fund was
established in Kathmandu in 2002, as a
collaboration between the Kathmandu Municipality,
Lumanti, ACHR and SDI.
The fund’s first loans went to a group of 44
evicted riverside squatters to develop the country’s
very first. That first housing project became a new
foundation for the community process in Nepal, and
it gave people the confidence that they can do it.
And that project became a kind of school,
because neither the people nor the government had
ever done such a thing. Groups from all over Nepal
came to see this project and to see that this is
possible, and the idea began to spread.
For Further information:
Lumanti Support Group for shelter
Email shelter@lumanti.wlink.com.np
Web
http:/www.lumanti.org.np
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Glimpse of Shanti Tole
Birgunj
Since 2005, Lumanti has been working in
Birgunj, a town on the India-Nepal border. Since
the Asian Coalition for Community Action (ACCA)
project began in birgunj, there have been some
positive developments in the city. The communities
and UPES (the community network that was started
in 2006) are active and eager to bring about positive
change and collaboration. The community savings
and network process is stronger. The Municipality
and its board of political parties have been extremely
supportive and committed to support the poor
communities thru the activities mentioned below.
•   The Municipality has allocated a budget for
the construction of toilets, improvement of solid
waste management and water supply facilities in
various poor communities. So far, the municipality
has committed to provide US$27,000 – to match with
ACCA funds – for the development of poor
communities.
•   The Municipality committed to continue work
with the UPES Network and the women’s
cooperative for the development of poor communities,
even after the completion of ACCA projects. The

Municipality now supports the women’s cooperative
to meet their management costs and capacity building
of UPES through training and workshops.
•   The Urban Community Support Fund (UCSF)
provided loans for income generating activities, toilet
construction and purchasing of land for ShantiTole.
UCSF has a total fund of US$ 19,000. UPES was
involved in transferring ownership of land to the
people in Shanti Tole. The process was well
negotiated.
•   The networking between the communities
were further strengthened through the community
mapping and social survey. There are frequent
exchanges and sharing between the communities.
Communities are more aware of their rights and are
capable of negotiating with the government (for
example, Bhagwati Tole was able to negotiate to get
support for solid waste management.)
•   MOU was signed among UPES, the
Municipality, Lumanti, and an ACCA PMC chaired
by the technical chief of the municipality. A
working team has been formed in UPES to manage
the ACCA projects.
•   City mapping workshop with UPES identified
26 poor communities in the city.
•   Saving
groups
further
strengthened and expanded to new
communities.
•   Projects were to be implemented
by the saving groups at the community
level.
Shanti Tole
Shanti Tole is a community of
Dhangad caste who are considered
untouchable, and has been living in
their present area for more than 90
years.
This
extremely
poor
community is squatting in a private land.
There are 28 households who are
employed as agricultural laborers in the
landowner’s fields and settled in the
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area eversince.
When the ACCA Program was introduced in the
community through Lumanti, they were very
interested in the housing project. But it was pity
because they don’t have their own land for the
housing program. They were forced to think about
their land. After that they jointly decided to go to
Jugnu Rajya Laxmi (owner of their land) and talk
about this matter. After the continuous effort of the
community, Lumanti and UPES Jugnu Rajya Laxmi
became ready to give the land in the community’s
own name.
“Earlier, people near our community used to
hate us because of the dirt and open defecation
around us” said Soni Devi Dhangad, a member of the
saving group. “They used to despise us for rearing
pig in an unmanaged way and were not interested to
pass in front of our homes. When lumanti started
working over here we worked together and we
worked hard in cleaning our community cleaning.
Then the community was renamed as Shanti Tole
from Dhangad Tole” she added.
“Five years back when Lumanti started working
in our community we got involved in the saving and
credit program; we started sending our children in
child learning centers and they were admitted to the
schools; we participated in health and sanitation
programmes that made us aware on how to be clean.
Many internal and external exposure visits broadened
our mind” said Suresh Dhangad.
“When Lumanti started talking with the
landowner to register the land in our own name we
were very hopeful. We regularly went to the
owner’s door and land revenue office for the process.”
said Sugiya devi. Because of this, our earnings has
stopped. Even our saving was hampered. But
throughout this struggle, Lumanti, UPES and the
Cooperative were always with us to encourage and
assure us that definitely we will be getting the land
ownership certificate” added Sugiya devi with tears
of happiness.
The main achievement of the ACCA program is
the realization of Shanti Tole’s dream to become the
owner of their own land. For this accomplishment,
19 community meetings, 6 exposure visits & 3
interaction programs were organized. It was on
October 4, 2010 when the people of Shanti Tole got
the land ownership certificate after their regular
follow to the land revenue office and to the house of
Jugnu rajya laxmi. “We spent almost 2 months in
the land revenue office for the release of the
certificate” said Md Aslam, facilitator of the ACCA
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program. People will purchase this land by taking a
loan from UCSP at 2 percent interest per year.
At the time the community was acquiring their
land, people from another community were saying
that the ACCA program was a fake program, that it
will not favor you rather it is a plan to root out all
people from illegal settlements. But keeping a
positive attitude towards the ACCA program they
themselves disposed their huts and shifted to tent
houses (tripal) donated by Red Cross Society of
Birgunj.
They celebrated with a stone laying program
with their chief guest Mr. Purna Kumar Sherma (local
development minister) and with other higher level
government officers. Meantime Mr Sudip shrestha
of PPPUE project (implemented by UNDP) declared
that he would establish a Bio Gas plant there.
“It seems like New Year or Dipawali (festival)
for our community. It has never ever happened in
the history of a Dhangad community that 800 people
have sat together with us, forgetting their caste. It is
the great achievement for us, though we have taken
loan for land and housing, we have confidence that
we will be able to repay our loan as well as continue
saving for a better future. Really we are very
thankful to the ACCA program” said Kamali Devi.
Just recently they have celebrated one of the
biggest festival, Chhath, in their temporary tent
homes with the hope of that they will celebrate their
next Chhath in their new homes.
Best of luck for their new homes & better life to
them.
For further information
LUMANTI-Support Group for Shelter
shelter@lumanti.wlink.com.np
http:/www.lumanti.org.np
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Floods and After
By Arif Hasan
(27 August 2010)

For a sustainable reconstruction of the physical and
social infrastructure of flood ravaged Sindh, it is
necessary to understand to what extent the damage
caused by the flood is man-made. Some of the broad
indicators are obvious.
Flood Plains
Due to the construction of barrages and
hundreds of kilometres of flood protection
embankments the flood plains of the Indus have been
considerably reduced. They can no longer cater to
exceptionally high floods. As such, these flood waters
are carried away by canals to considerable distances
away from the flood plains. The canals in turn flood
the colonised areas. An important question is whether
the water carrying capacity of the flood plains can be
increased and whether engineering works can reduce
pressure on the canals in case of high floods?
Preliminary discussions with engineers suggest that
this is feasible.
Not only have the flood plains shrunk but
shrub-lands and forests in them have been destroyed

to make way for agriculture. This has increased the
scale of flooding and the velocity of water. It has also
made embankments more susceptible to erosion and
collapse. In addition, settlements, some permanent
and other semi-permanent, have developed in the
flood plains, adding considerably to the vulnerable
population.
In the colonised areas, over the last century,
hundreds of kilometres of road and protection
embankments have been built ten to twenty feet
above the land level. Except for the major drainage
channels there are no culverts and/or gates to let
flood waters pass or return through them. If these
culverts and gates existed at regular and appropriate
intervals, flooding could be controlled and the
breeching of these embankments and roads by the
force of the water or by design, would not be
necessary. Even in urban centres, large areas,
especially low income ones, are submerged because
they are surrounded by high roads and water from
them cannot be drained out. This is especially true of
the areas around Larkana, Sukkur
and Shikarpur.
Agriculture and Business
There are other issues as well.
In search of land to cultivate,
inundation and drainage channels
and
the
natural
depressions
connected to them have been
encroached upon for agricultural
purposes and around towns for
construction
of
homes
and
businesses. This is a major cause of
flooding, especially in the urban
areas, even during normal monsoons.
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Infrastructure
And then, there are other issues. Much of the
post-1970’s infrastructure is substandard in quality. In
addition, infrastructure, irrespective of its age has not
been maintained. Canals, barrages and irrigation
headworks have not been properly desilted for years.
This is especially true of the minor drainage channels
which are the backbone of any efficient drainage
system. Most of them are covered with shrubbery
preventing effective drainage of fields and
agricultural areas.
Reconstruction and Landmarks
. In the reconstruction and rehabilitation phase,
there are other issues that will surface as well. The
floods have wiped out landmarks and the definition
of fields and survey numbers. Re-establishing them is
a major exercise and is bound to lead to disputes and
conflicts. During the initial phase of reconstruction of
homes and properties, similar disputes will also arise.
In this process the worst affected will be the tenant
farmers and the poorer sections of the population.
The principles on the basis of which these disputes
are to be settled need to be clearly and simply
articulated. The institutions that are to settle these
disputes will also have to be established at taluka
level. It is not possible for people to visit the taluka
headquarters for the settlement of these disputes.
Therefore, mobile teams will have to camp at
different locations and invite applications for the
resolution of property related conflicts. If justice
cannot be delivered through a transparent,
uncomplicated and swift process, then power and
production related relations will be further
strengthened in favour of the more powerful sections
of society.
Rehabilitation of Infrastructure
. The rehabilitation of major infrastructure
(roads, bridges, electricity, water supply, sewage) and
the desilting process required for it, will be taken care
of by the state agencies through contractors and
consultancy firms. The manner in which it will be
done is clear and the local population can be
mobilised for this work through a cash or food for
work programme. Our bureaucracy is well aware of
how such programmes are organised and managed.
However, it will be necessary to develop appropriate
specifications and concepts for the design,
maintenance and operation of all major infrastructure
items so that they can withstand the scale of flooding
that we have experienced. Also, the institutions that
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develop and manage infrastructure will have to be
strengthened, and on the basis of an evaluation of the
problems they face, their constraints will have to be
removed.
Home Construction. At the local level,
rehabilitation work can be managed by local
communities provided they are supported by sound
technical advice and managerial guidance by local
government (where it exists) and NGOs and
professional organisations. For home construction
and restoration, it is necessary that building materials
are easily available and that their prices are kept
under strict control. The profiteering and exploitation
around the supply of building materials that was
experienced in the aftermath of the 2005 earthquake
should not be allowed to take place. In addition,
improved methods and technologies related to mud
construction need to be introduced as mud will
remain the cheapest and by far the most easily
available material.
Livelihood
The above is doable and there is a lot of
experience available in the country for doing it. It
needs to be accessed and organised. However, the
most important issue is related to livelihoods. It is
doubtful if there will be a khareef crop in Sindh this
year. For making the next crop possible, cash is
required for inputs and for surviving from sowing to
harvesting. In addition, livestock has to be fed and
looked after. This is perhaps our greatest challenge
and this is the concern of many of the IDPs in
Karachi. Discussions with them suggest that many of
the tenant farmers and landless labour are seriously
considering staying on in Karachi and looking for
jobs. Small farmers would like to go back but think
that by leaving a member in Karachi they will receive
some financial support to rebuild their lives in their
villages and small towns. A new relationship between
the capital of Sindh and the people of its hinterland is
in the process of being established. It should be
welcomed and supported.

For further information
Arch. Arif Hasan
37 D Mohd Ali Society, Karachi 75350, Pakistan
Tel/Fax [92-21] 452-23 61
arifhasan@cyber.net.pk

