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Public Transport vs. Private Cars
Traffic  has  become  very  bad  in  most  cities  including  Cebu.  This  is  of  
course  an  additional  terrible  burden  on  the  urban  poor:  higher  fares  due  
to  additional  fuel  and  less  distance  covered,  more  pollution,  etc.  even  
without  considering  the  unpaid  labor  time  they  have  to  endure.  
Construction  of  roads  and  flyovers  will  not  solve  the  problem.  These  
will  never  be  able  absorb  the  expected  increase  in  car  ownership.    
The  only  solution  is  to  promote  public  transport  and  reduce  the  use  
of  private  cars.  
This  is  a  matter  of  justice.  It  is  not  fair  that  car  users  who  constitute  
20%  of  the  population  are  allowed  to  use  80%  of  the  roads  while  the  
public  transport  commuters  who  constitute  80%  of  the  population  use  
only  20%  of  the  road.  
•  

    

·      Issues  in  Commuting  for  the  Urban  Poor    by  Dr.  Noman  
Ahmed  on  page  25    
•  
·    The  Bus  rapid  Transit  of  Cebu  on  page  34  
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Nepal

SDI Mourns the Loss of
Gregory Van Rensburg
Gregory Van Rensburg passed away on August 22nd,
2015, after a short illness. His death is a huge loss to
SDI as a whole, for the South African SDI Alliance,
for South Africa’s urban poverty sector and of course
for his special family.
Many people in the alliance genuinely loved
Gregory. We loved him for the uncomplicated, open
and straightforward way he went about his work.
Born into a low-income colored working class
family in Kimberley, South Africa at the height of
apartheid he had firsthand experience of poverty and
exclusion. He was a living embodiment of the
assertion made by Dr. Ahmed Akhtar Khan, founder
of the Orangi Pilot Project in Karachi that the best
community workers and activists are always those
who come from the communities themselves.
Gregory Van Rensburg was an activist in the
truest sense of the word, meaning that he was not a
“campaign-ist” or a public watchdog or a whistle
blower; nor was he a researcher or a social
theorist, or a trainer of others although he could have
been all of those things. Indeed
Gregory actually did very well in his early
professional life as a teacher at a reform school and
then as a researcher for several Government
Departments during the Mandela Presidency.
These were Gregory’s jobs until he chanced upon
the Federation of the Urban Poor.
Gregory Van Rensburg was a activist in the truest
sense of the word. The root of word activist is the
Latin actus, which translates into "a doing, a driving
force, or an impulse."
Ask any Federation member who worked with
Greg and they will say that these words describe him
perfectly. Although he could be the soul of the party
and loved to talk, he was very much a doer. Not for
him the office desk or the meeting room. His
stomping grounds were the community, the
Government offices, the project sites. This is what
made him into a driving force in uTshani Fund,
the South African Alliance’s finance facility that he
managed for the last decade – the most difficult time
in a generation for concerted grassroots mobilization.
He understood that this was a difficult time and he
understood almost by impulse that what the

Federation needed was someone to be with them in
the trenches, working to help them achieve their
objectives and secure whatever land, services and
housing solutions that they could.
Gregory belonged to an age of activism that is
sadly on the wane. We work and struggle for
transformation at a time when professional staff
(“activists”) are tied to their offices and their desks
and where measurement or ideology have almost
obliterated judgments, inter-personal relationships,
trust and flexibility.
Gregory embodied and practiced all these old
fashioned values. He spent most of his time outside
the office, with the communities, dealing with
obstacle courses of complexity, unpredictability,
volatility and risk. He never shirked from these
challenges, although the stresses and the anxieties
were relentless. And he was always affable,
approachable, and friendly – whether he was
engaging slum dwellers, officials, politicians,
developers, donors or financiers.
No one is irreplaceable but first with Magebhula
last year, and now with Gregory, SDI has lost
someone whose shoes are not going to be easy to fill.
And even when we do find or build the capacity of
someone to fill his role we can only hope that he or
she is an equally splendid human being
.

For further information:
sasdialliance.org.za/
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Jockin Arputham Awarded Person of the Year

On 9 March 2016, SDI President Jockin Arputham
was awarded VIT Person of the Year by VIT
University Business School (India). The below
excerpts are taken from a piece featured in The
Weekend Leader about this prestigious award.
**
He started off with his trademark declaration, “I
am a slum dweller,” and for the next 20 minutes went
on to narrate his story, of how he landed in Mumbai
as a teenager and went on to emerge as an activist
who fought for the rights for the urban poor
transcending national borders.
The founder of National Slum Dwellers
Federation (NSDF), and president of Slum Dwellers
International (SDI), Jockin Arputham, 68, was
speaking at a function held at VIT University, Vellore,
Wednesday after receiving The Weekend Leader –
VIT Person of the Year (2015) Award.

2

Seeking to motivate the students to think about
improving the lot of the poor living in the country, he
recalled his first activism in Mumbai when he led
3,000 children from a slum and dumped the garbage
each of them was carrying at the Municipal office.
When the police came looking for him, he told the
cops that since the Municipality had failed to collect
the garbage from their colony, they resorted to this
action. From that day on, the Municipality started to
collect the garbage from their settlement and Jockin
emerged as a leader.
“Today I work in 37 countries. I am not (just) a
slum dweller, but I am a flying slum dweller.
Morning I am in Mumbai, next morning in Nairobi,
and (for) dinner (I am) in America,” he said.
For further information:
sdinet.org
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Demolitions in Africa. SDI’s Comments
This is nothing new for us. Violence, displacement,
and legal disempowerment perpetrated by entrenched
political and market interests are systematic realities
in the lives of slum dwellers the world over. In all of
these cases it is clear that the desperate efforts of poor
people to cling onto miserable pieces of land end up
clashing with vested interests of people with money
and power. Local politicians and businessmen
resorted to violent means to assert their claims to the
spoils of development that should be going to those
who often end up being its victims – informal
settlement dwellers themselves.
But before we go any further we need to get some
facts straight – starting with some facts about poor
people and about cities.
Reality number 1. People are leaving the rural
areas for good reasons. Changes in how land is
farmed and owned and increasingly tied to global
markets are leaving more rural people in crippling
debt, without land, work, money or any hope of
surviving. At the same time, increasing numbers of
natural disasters are destroying rural livelihoods and
impoverishing more and more households. With TV,
cheap mobile phones and easy communications,
people in the most remote villages now know what
cities have to offer, and their choice to migrate is

usually a well-informed one.
Reality number 2. In cities they find job
opportunities as well as markets for their own
informal businesses, making and selling cheap goods
and services. And the money they can make in cities
can usually be enough to support themselves and
their households, as well as send money home to
relatives still in the rural villages. In cities they have
better access to schools, health care, culture and
opportunities for a future no village could ever offer.
Reality number 3. Cities need large supplies of
cheap labor. This is imperative for various city-based
economic activities in many different sectors such as
industry, construction, the public sector and the
informal sector. This cheap labour toils in the
factories, staffs the crews that build houses, bridges,
roads, and shopping centres. They sweep the streets,
carry away the city’s garbage, prune its trees and
maintain its sewers. They are the housemaids, the taxi
drivers, the cleaners, the delivery boys, the clerks.
And where would our cities be without the markets
and the street vendors, selling prepared foods, fruits,
vegetables, clothes, shoes, and so on?
Reality number 4. These important inhabitants of
our cities often have no choice but to live in slums.
Land prices in cities have skyrocketed and the poor
find
themselves
increasingly
priced out of any formal land or
housing market. In most cities in
Africa and Asia, planners and
governments, at all levels, have
been unable to cope with this
influx of poor people and with the
natural growth of urban poor
populations. It is hard to find cases
where governments have been
able to intervene successfully in
these markets with programs to
help meet the land and housing
needs of their poor populations.
Reality number 5. Slums are
solutions
to housing problems.
Residents of Bogobogoni village in Kibarani, Changamwe watch from
Policy
makers,
city managers,
a distance as buldozers demolish their houses as police gaurded the
urban
planners
and
many citizens
demolition of the houses without a court order to pave way for a
tend
to
see
the
growth
of slums in
private developer. Over two thousand people were left homeless.
their
cities
as
unsightly
and
Photo by Gideon Maundu.
lawless blights that should be
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governments make decisions
that force poor people out of
their homes and off their land.
One has to ask the question:
“Why?”
Those who are responsible
for evictions or choose to
justify them often present them
as the process by which people
who have illegally occupied a
piece of land belonging to
someone else are removed
from that land by due process
of law. In this view, the
squatters are the criminals and
the property owners are the
victims. This does not capture
the human reality of an
A demolition scene at Mitumba Slums near Wilson Airport Nairobi as
eviction, which is always
several Houses were demolished on November 19,2011 , in the ongoing
painful,
violent
and
government exercise to clear settlements said to have been illegally
impoverishing
for
the
evictees.
constructed on a land belonging to Kenya Airports Authority
And it also does not capture
(KAA)..,government bulldozers rolled into the Slum ,Two Primary
the unjust systems of land use
Schools and SDA Church were demolished .
and property ownership in
William Oeri (Nairobi)
many countries that allow a
cleared away or at least hidden in out-of-the-way
few
to
enjoy
great
property
wealth and leave many
corners of the city. Nobody would argue that a
with
little
or
nothing
at
all.
crowded, dirty, unplanned settlement is anybody’s
There are cases, it must be noted, where evictions
idea of an ideal living situation, with its poor quality
cannot
be avoided, and this may apply to some of the
housing, its bad infrastructure (or no infrastructure at
current
crises. But even when health hazards or
all) and its insecure land tenure. But if you go
environmental
risks make evictions necessary,
beneath their admittedly grim outer layer and take a
suitable
alternatives,
negotiated with the affected
deeper look at what is really going on in slum
communities,
need
to
be provided. It is not in the
communities, you will often find them to be places of
interest
of
the
city
authorities
and the better off to
support and hope and growth and not places of
treat
poor
citizens
like
leaves
swept
into a corner only
despair at all. In fact, these makeshift settlements
to
be
blown
far
and
wide
by
the
winds
of desperation
evolve quickly into vital and complex life-support
and
necessity.
Once
evicted
the
urban
poor do not
systems for the poor, which can help meet a variety
disappear.
They
do
not
rush
off
to
the
rural areas.
of their needs and give them a base for lifting
They
find
other
parcels
of
land
in
the
city
to settle on
themselves out of poverty. They may fall short when
once
again.
it comes to design, status, comfort and resale value
Conventional wisdom tells us that the courts, the
but they generally tick a number of boxes that are
constitution,
and flimsy barricades are the only
critically important for the urban poor, such as
recourse
for
those who face evictions. But it is
location (proximity to jobs, income opportunities,
because
of
the
very power relations described above
transport hubs, schools), space for home-based
that
we
know
(not
just theoretically, but from bitter
economic activities, community support systems in
experience)
that
laws,
pyrrhic victories in courts, and
the form of networks of friends, neighbours or
unfocused
public
demonstrations
do not and will not
kinsfolk, and affordability.
turn
the
tables
—
will
not
restrain
those with power
Given these simple facts one would imagine that
and
resources
whose
intention
it
is
to
grab the spoils
city leaders would recognize poor people as valuable
of
development.
This
does
not
mean
that SDI
contributors to the smooth functioning of our cities
disregards
constitutional
rights,
litigation,
and the
and slums as the foundation stone for good urban
courts.
However,
we
know
that
these
are
reactive
or
development. But this is often not the case. In fact as
defensive
tools,
often
applied
after
evictions
have
the tragic events in Caledonia Farm, Badia East, Old
Fadama and Crab Town demonstrate many city already happened.
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There has been a gradual evolution in how
community organizations handle evictions. For
decades their main tools, as mentioned above, were
organizing to bravely and often quixotically resist
settlement specific evictions through demonstrations,
marches and barricades and by filing court cases to
stop demolitions. But during the violence, fear and
dislocation of an eviction it is hard to think clearly
and negotiate alternatives. Once a crisis erupts, the
tools available to communities reduce sharply. So the
question for poor communities has got to be how to
create a more pro-active, longer-term process to
resolve these eviction conflicts. Instead of waiting for
the eviction squads to come and then trying to stop
them, what if communities could find space to focus
on the longer-term goal of securing tenure and
gradually building houses long before the evictions
happen? Litigation and confrontation are always a
last resort, but more and more community
organizations have developed, refined and scaled up a
number of long-term strategies to stop evictions and
change their relationships with their city governments,
and these strategies are now starting to bear fruit.
In a seminal document prepared for Cities
Alliance, our colleague Tom Kerr summarized the
experiences of slum dwellers in SDI and its sister
organization the Asian Coalition for Housing Rights
and came up with 5 tools or strategies that
communities have used to negotiate alternatives to
eviction.
Strategy Number 1 –
Ever expanding networks.
Karl Marx pretty much
summed up the state of affairs
more than 150 years ago when
he declared that the poor are
weak because they are not
united and they are not united
because they are weak. In
Europe and the United States at
that time the primary terrain of
conflict was the industrial
factory. While their dwellings
were just as squalid, unplanned,
overcrowded and insecure as
the shantytowns and slums of
today,
the
overwhelming
majority of the urban poor
worked in these factories.
There was not much of an
informal sector and so the
urban poor and the working
class were pretty much
synonymous. They were also

more easily able to organize since they were
concentrated in close working proximity. They were
able to come together and secure the occasional
victories. But as Marx pointed out “the real fruit of
their battle (lay), not in the immediate result”, but in
their ever-expanding union.
The urban poor are now defined as much by their
physical vulnerability and their living conditions (if
not more so) as they are by their direct exploitation as
wage laborers. Nevertheless the first and most critical
strategy remains the same – to build a movement –
that is to federate illegal slum communities at the city,
national and international level. With that strength
comes unity and with that unity comes strength.
Local, national and global solidarity is the number
one macro strategy to force negotiations for decent
alternatives to evictions. No household or community
alone can negotiate with the city for alternatives
when organized and well resourced vested interests
are pushing for projects that lead to wholesale
dislocation. Only when the urban poor negotiate
together, in organizations which have the collective
force of big numbers, does it work. To make change,
there needs to be a “critical mass” of people breaking
down resistance to change, and dissolving the
barriers between poor people and decision making
about the allocation and distribution of resources.
Community networks also create platforms for
horizontal learning, mutual support and sharing of

A demolition scene at Mitumba Slums near Wilson Airport Nairobi as
several Houses were demolished on November 19,2011 , in the ongoing
government exercise to clear settlements said to have been illegally
constructed on a land belonging to Kenya Airports Authority
(KAA)..,government bulldozers rolled into the Slum ,Two Primary
Schools and SDA Church were demolished .
William Oeri (Nairobi)
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ideas between poor communities, in different parts of
the city, different parts of the country and different
parts of the globe.
Strategy Number 2 –
Women Centered
Community Savings
Collective saving binds people together, teaches
them to manage their collective resources and helps
them take control of their own development. Savings
make room for poor people to develop self-reliance
and self-awareness and to make decisions together
through a collective mechanism. When small savings
groups link into larger networks or Federations, these
networks give community members access to greater
financial resources and enhanced clout when
negotiating for their basic needs, and enables the poor
to deal with the larger, structural issues related to
their problems — especially eviction and access to
urban land.
Strategy Number 3 –
Community Enumeration and Mapping
SDI linked federations of the urban poor have
very consciously undertaken a strategy of selfenumeration and
self-surveying.
Federations
constantly gather reliable and complete data about
households and families in their own communities.
Then they codify these techniques into a series of
practical tips for their members and have thus created
a revolutionary system of information gathering and
management that forms the very basis of a real
governmentality from below. All SDI federations are
now deeply aware of the radical power that this kind
of knowledge gives them in their dealings with local
and central state organizations – especially when it
comes to trying to prevent evictions. In every country
and city there is a host of local, state-level and local
entities with a mandate to eradicate, rehabilitate or
ameliorate slums. But none of them know exactly
who the slum-dwellers are, where they live or how
they are to be identified. All slum policies have an
abstract slum population as their target and no
knowledge of its concrete, human components. Since
these populations are by definition social, legally and
spatially marginal, invisible citizens as it were, they
are by definition uncounted and uncountable except
in the most general terms. By rendering them
SDI has chosen to put its efforts and energies into
these long-term eviction prevention planning
strategies – instead of being defensive, waiting for
eviction to come and then scurrying to find a way
that “they” should not evict “us” too easily. At the
end of the day it is all about ordinary slum dwellers
organizing themselves community-by-community,
coming together at the city level, at the national level,
6

statistically visible, the Alliance controls a central
piece of any actual policy process dealing with
upgrading, relocation and resettlement.
Strategy Number 4 – Participatory Preparation of
Alternative Plans
When poor communities are backed up against
the wall and demand their rights through protest or
defend what they have through resistance they are
putting the authorities in a position where they only
have two options: to acknowledge what people are
demanding or to reject it. Such a situation is often a
dead-end for communities – as the evictees in Accra,
Freetown, Harare and Lagos will testify. But things
can be very different when there is an opportunity for
community organisations to design strategies and
plans which demonstrate that their situation can be
improved and on that basis begin a dialogue with the
authorities. Demonstrable and testable alternative
ideas backed up with large numbers of people is a
strong way for community organisations to establish
their credentials as development partners and
therefore by association as citizens with defendable
rights.
Strategy Number 5 –
Urban Poor Funds
Urban Poor Funds or similar community managed
development finance facilities are institutions that
have been set up in many SDI countries to respond to
different local needs, capacities and political contexts.
They all build on the financial and organizational
assets that are generated by community savings. As a
result money is pulled through the system by people’s
real needs, not pushed through by the development
agendas of other actors. They become the basis for
deal-brokering, for leveraging significant resources
from within the network and beyond and putting
these resources behind alternative plans to evictions
that have emerged from participatory planning and
are backed up by knowledge derived from mapping
and surveying. This in turn is backed up by large
numbers of organized, united and informed slum
dwellers – not only from the affected settlement –
who are no longer victims but empowered people
capable of having a decisive say in their own
development destinies.
and at the international level. SDI choses to link
communities together so that they can equip one
another with knowledge, unity and organization,
starting processes of change, working out and
proposing
alternatives,
making
governments
understand that when there are evictions, everybody
loses, barring a handful well connected individuals.
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Scene of inferno on Saturday night at MukuruHazina Slum in South B, Nairobi. More than 100
houses were reduced to ashes rendering more
than 400 people homeless while an informal
school and electric posts were not spared. Area
chief Solomon L. Muranguri said the fire was
caused by a stove.
Photo/SAMMY KIMATU (31.07.2011)
Our colleague Jane Weru a renowned human
rights lawyer from Kenya once summed this up with
these insights:
“I am sure you must be asking yourselves who we
are as Shack Dwellers International. You see people
from all over – brown, white, black coming together
and I am sure the
question as to what brings these people together
must be floating in your minds. I was thinking about
that question.
First thing that came to mind is that essentially the
people in Shack Dwellers International, in the
support organizations, and the Federations are mainly
people who are discontented. Discontented with the
current status quo. From India to Kenya to South
Africa we are people who are very unhappy about

evictions. People who felt very strongly that it was
wrong for communities, whole families to live on the
streets of Bombay or to live on the garbage dumps of
Manila. We felt very strongly about that. So we the
people within Shack Dwellers International are
people who are, in a sense, the discontents of our
societies.
I think also we the people within Shack Dwellers
International are people who have a vision. We are
the dreamers to a certain degree. We believe that this
world can be better and we believe that working
together we can make a difference. So essentially we
are pragmatic. And you can see our pragmatism in
the approaches we have. This pragmatism has led us
to develop social movements. Not only in our
countries but across the borders.
We have a vision of an alternative world that we
want to see in existence. And that vision is based on
our current discontent with what we see in our cities.
This vision is backed up by our practices. Backed up
by our customs and our ways of doing things. We
have enumerations, savings, house models and these
are practices and customs that lead to the
development of this alternative society that we
believe in.
And how is this? How do these mundane customs
and practices like savings and enumerations bring
change in our society?
I think these practices and customs help develop a
new culture amongst us. What is this new culture? I
think the culture that we’ve developed within our
community is a culture of care and nurturing, because
in our saving schemes we interact at a very high level.
We save on a daily basis. On a daily basis people
move from house to house collecting money and like
we say within the Shack Dwellers International
network – collecting information, collecting
problems and seeing how as a community we can
begin to resolve those problems. Using the different
resources we have at that communal level we begin
to address the problem of the women who does not
have food in her house for that day, who is able to
come to that community organization that has
developed within that settlement and say: “today I
was not able to get work, can you give me a bit from
my savings. So I can buy food today. And if I don’t
have a bit from my savings, can this community give
me a bit of money for today so I can put food on my
table.” So we develop these communities of care and
sharing, right from the ground. That is the culture we
develop.”
For further information:
sasdialliance.org.za

7

April 2016

The following are selections of images of evictions and demolitions that have taken place in the past few years
in Kenya and Ghana:
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Making Concrete the EU Commitment on Climate Change
The environment ministers of the EU confirmed the
proposal for COP21 to reduce emissions at least by
40% by 2030, and to reduce 80-95% in 2050
compared with 1990
In the last Council of the environment ministers of
the European Union, that took place in Brussels on
September the 19th, the Governments of the EU
Member States refined and consolidated their
position with regard to the climate summit to be held
in early December in Paris, COP21. The EU-28 aim
to achieve mandatory emission cuts under a global
deal. The ministers acknowledged the lack of
substantial progress in the preparatory negotiations of
COP21 and they stressed the need for more intense
negotiations in order to reach “a fruitful early
ministerial engagement before the Paris Conference”.
The Council of the European Union “stresses that,
consistent with recent IPCC findings, in order to stay
below 2°C, global greenhouse gas emissions need to
peak by 2020 at the latest, be reduced by at least 50%
by 2050 compared to 1990 and be near zero or below
by 2100”.
Europe takes the leadership
EU-28 recalls an ambitious and durable legallybinding agreement, in the context of the necessary
reductions according to the IPCC by developed
countries as a group. The EU remains committed to
reducing emissions by at least 40% by 2030. The
long-term aim is to reduce 80-95% in 2050 compared
to 1990. The EU targets are much more ambitious
than those suggested by the IPCC. Luxembourg
Minister for Environment and President of the
Council Carole Dieschbourg said: “With this
Mandate the EU will continue to show leadership in
the run-up to Paris and facilitate a global agreement
that is acceptable for all parties.”
Although this is the common position that will be
defended by the European Union at COP21 there are
some member states more comfortable with the
resolution than others. In the case of Poland the
agreement has been greeted with caution as the
forthcoming parliamentary elections, by the end of

October 2015, will be under a lot of pressure by the
trade unions. The disastrous financial situation of the
coal sector in Poland, and the request of the trade
unions to a direct intervention of the government to
rescue it, makes the Polish government very cautious
not to appear supporting international agreements
that could undermine their position and provoke the
aggressive reaction of the trade unions.
Other agreements of the
Council:
market stability reserve
The Council also reached other agreements, as a
system to unify the way in which applicant countries
measure and communicate its partners the efforts so
far taken, so that national contributions can be
compared.
The environment ministers of the European Union
approved the creation of a market stability reserve
(MSR) for the EU greenhouse gas emission trading
scheme (EU ETS), by regulating the level of
allowances as from January 2018. The mechanism
has been developed to correct problems of emissions
trading, establishing a market value for greenhouse
gases. “When the total of emission allowances
exceeds a certain threshold, a percentage of
allowances will be automatically withdrawn from the
market and placed into the reserve”, the final
outcome document states. From the time that they do
not exceed the maximum limit, allowances will be
returned from the reserve to the market.
This agreement stipulates that “Backloaded”
allowances (the 900 million allowances whose
auctioning was postponed from the years 2014-2016
until 2019-2020) will be placed in the reserve. The
MSR review will take into account the reserve’s
impact on growth, jobs, industrial competitiveness
and the risk of carbon leakage. All these criteria are
quite suitable for Poland, highly dependent on coal
and afraid of an increase on the energy bill and the
consequent loss of competitiveness. The market
stability reserve is certainly a good way to get Poland
9
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on board on the common position of the EU before
COP21.
So far, sixty-two countries, accounting 70% of
global emissions, have already submitted their
commitments to the UN. However, adding their
proposals won’t prevent the global temperature rise
to two degrees Celsius compared with pre-industrial
times, but would be likely to limit temperatures rises
to about 3 ºC. This is not certainly enough and it
shows there is room for extensive negotiations that
can lead to a more ambitious agreement. On the
finance side Member States remain, committed to
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scaling up the mobilization of climate finance in the
context of meaningful mitigation actions and
transparency of implementation. It is intended an
increase the mobilisation of public and private
sources in order to contribute their share of the
developed countries’ goal to jointly mobilise USD
100 billion per year by 2020.
For further information:
Paula Sendín, JESC
www.jesc.net
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What Might Slum Dwellers Want from the SDGs?
Jockin Arputham has been fighting for the rights of
slum dwellers for nearly 50 years. This blog is drawn
from an interview by IIED’s David Satterthwaite
ahead of World Habitat Day about what the
Sustainable Development Goals could mean for slum
dwellers.
Jockin Arputham founded the first national slum
dweller federation in India in 1976 and went on to
ally this with Mahila Milan, the Indian federation of
women slum and pavement dweller savers. He has
spent over 20 years encouraging and supporting slum
and shack dwellers federations in many other
countries – and he is President of Slum/Shack
Dwellers International.
Making the SDGs action
oriented
The SDGs promise so much but they are not
action oriented. Many countries do not have
the capacity to act. We see dreams of a slum-free
world or a slum-free country or slum-free cities. But
that is an ideal that needs strong political will, a
strong and stable economy, and a conducive
environment for the community. In Europe you might
expect UN promises that everyone has a decent home
to be met – but is this realistic for India?
Ambitions must be achievable
My ambition for the SDGs is limited to what we
can do – what is meaningful, useful and sustainable –
and
implementable.
So
our goal is not slumfree cities but slumfriendly cities. Not a
slum-free India but a
slum-friendly India.
What does slumfriendly mean? That
the SDG promises
like clean water and
good sanitation for all,
land tenure for people,
incremental housing
and basic employment
are met for all slum
dwellers. If these five

mandates are accepted, how can we set standards and
measure what is or is not happening in each city? If
there is also a mandate for people to participate, and
take part, then set dates by which to achieve each of
these. Even to achieve the more modest goals for
slum-friendly cities means that governments have to
do three times what they are doing now.
Will action on the SDGs be
any better than the Millennium
Development Goals?
So much high talk of all the goals in last 15 years
but where are we in the goals and in their
measurement? Are we setting unattainable goals with
the SDGs?
We have seen government commitments made at
Habitat I (the first UN Conference on Human
Settlements) in Vancouver in 1976; then at Habitat II
in Istanbul in 1996. At Habitat 1, there were
commitments and targets for 1990 and these were not
met. There have been very few tangible
achievements. I was invited to go to speak at Habitat
I in 1976 but the government was bulldozing the
settlement where I lived, so I stayed in Mumbai
where I had fought this threat for 10 years.
Habitat III is approaching (in 2016). Will this
bring more unrealistic commitments? Or will it truly
be a “new urban agenda” with a clear strategy for
achieving the goals with new measures? New locallygenerated
metrics
that
everyone
can
follow. Everyone
’s
participation
including
slum
dwellers. All the
UN
documents
and
processes
claim they have
people’s
participation but
usually this is just
a grand talk show.
Looking back
– what was the
world’s
urban
population at the
time of Habitat 1?
Just 1.6 billion
11
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people. At Habitat II there were 2.6 billion. And
now 4 billion.
We have seen the growth of NGOs and big donors
and their budgets but for slum dwellers, where has all
this money gone? NGOs and big donors are sharing
a platform in the name of the poor and the poor are
left out. Local governments and slum dweller
organisations are the ones working on achieving the
goals but these are usually left out of these new
platforms.
No forced evictions
And the threat of eviction for slum dwellers still
remains. After Habitat I, we had many sister city
programs – beautiful red wine talk – but this did not
deliver land tenure. There should be a commitment at
Habitat III – no forced evictions. No evictions
without relocations that are acceptable to those who
are relocated. After 40 years we still have not
cracked this. Now the pressures of forced eviction
will grow as cities invest more in infrastructure.
The cost of decent relocation is peanuts compared
to infrastructure budgets. It should be part of the cost
of all projects that require relocation. But this needs
political will and administrative skill to work with the
people and design with the communities. The huge
costs of forced evictions are not counted – for the
residents, the lost homes, possessions, assets,
livelihoods, access to schools….
Where people are moved, we need a package of
meaningful rehousing through which the quality of
life of the people moved also improves.
What new urban agenda?
Now, with Habitat III, either you close the
dialogue that has produced so little or you come
forward with what we can realistically achieve in the
next 15 years and set up a system of measurement
that involves and is accountable to slum
dwellers. From this, we learn about what works and
from our mistakes.
We need to learn how to find solutions for renters
too; so often, relocation programs only benefit those
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who ‘own’ their home and can prove they have lived
there for many years.
Slum dwellers must become a central part of slum
friendly cities especially the women savings groups
who are the foundation of the slum dweller
federations around the world. But how? We need
community participation with a strong focus on
women. Full involvement of women in developing
slum friendly cities gives a clear change of life for
millions of people. As the women say, I work with
my sisters, my federation, my family. Women’s
savings groups can manage money and this is a big
change. It helps them learn to budget, and they bring
their knowledge of the local situation. Then as they
join together they work at city scale and interact with
city government and city politicians
For each of the SDGs, you need to connect them
to the ground. Create a mechanism to achieve each
target. You do not set up targets without setting out
system of delivery – and this system has to involve
community groups and local governments. And with
progress monitored locally and openly – so these are
accountable for all.
Jockin Arputham was regarded for decades in
India as a public enemy as he fought against evictions
(and imprisoned dozens of times). Latterly his
incredible contribution to how to address slums (and
work with their inhabitants) has been recognized in
India where he was awarded the Padma Shri award
and internationally.
David Satterthwaite is a
Senior Fellow in IIED’s
Human Settlements Group.
For further information:
Slum Dwellers International
1st Floor Campground Centre
Cnr. Raapenberg &
Surrey Roads. Mowbray
Western Cape 7700
South Africa
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Communities Drive Progress in Slum Sanitation
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) make a
clear commitment to universal sanitation. This is to
be welcomed. But for the SDGs to be realized, they
must be grounded in practical actions that can be
replicated affordably, rapidly, and at scale.
The challenge is evident in the failure to achieve
the sanitation targets outlined in the SDGs’
predecessor, the Millennium Development Goals.
The WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Program report
for 2015 tells us that the percentage of the African
urban population with access to improved sanitation
increased by just one percent between 1990 and 2015,
from 39 to 40 percent.
In absolute terms this means that almost 100
million urban citizens did gain access to improved
sanitation during this period – but it also means that
225 million urban sub-Saharan African are still in
need.
For those living in the highest-density settlements,
standards for universal sanitation are problematic.
Present definitions of “improved” sanitation take no
account of population densities and risks like water
table contamination and the flooding of fecal sludge
over pathways, yards, and playgrounds – obvious
health risks that incur massive costs both locally and
nationally.
In the face of such staggering needs, and existing
development plans and programs which struggle to
address them affordably and at scale, slum-dweller
federations in the Shack / Slum Dwellers
International (SDI) network have been working with
local governments to explore workable alternatives.
SDI’s slum dweller President Jockin Arputham
has spent so much of his life committed to this issue
that, as he says, “I’m known world over as ‘Toilet
Man’. In South Africa, where it’s a stigma to say
‘toilet’, I made them talk about it. In the United
Nations, I built a demonstration toilet in the UN
plaza.”
Progress has been made. In Mumbai, a
partnership between government and SDI’s Indian
Alliance has residents managing toilet blocks in their
communities. One thousand toilet blocks have been
built by the Alliance, providing 20,000 seats and one
million users – roughly half of those in need within
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

In Blantyre, Malawi, both SDI members and the
wider community have provided over 700 ecosanitation units benefitting 2,300 households. Some
14,000 people (both landlords and tenants) share
these facilities. Hundreds more households in Zambia
and Zimbabwe have replicated this design, while in
Namibia communities have saved, paid for, and
installed their own sewerage pipes linking to trunk
services.
In Dar es Salaam, the Tanzanian SDI Alliance has
been drawing on the experiences of the Orangi Pilot
Project in Karachi, Pakistan, to fine-tune designs for
a simplified sanitation system that is already
providing facilities for approximately 100 households.
What have we learned? When community
members refuse to accept the status quo and innovate
new ways of organizing, sanitation provision can
improve.
The Indian Alliance was told that community
toilets were unworkable – they proved these critics
wrong. When governments, especially local
governments, are prepared to work with organized
local communities, then new solutions can be found.
Community exchanges can test and spread these
solutions.
But financing is needed to scale up. Community
members are willing and able to pay for sanitation,
but they can only contribute so much – for lowincome families, anything more than US$4 a month
per household is unaffordable. In SDI’s experience,
capital is needed for these infrastructure costs. The
best option is subsidized financing, but where this is
not available SDI groups have made sanitation
investments using low-interest loans.
Sanitation also cannot be dealt with in isolation.
For sanitation investments to be scaled effectively
and efficiently, water provision, drainage, and
improved land tenure security are all important.
Different solutions are needed in the diverse
contexts apparent throughout the Global South. SDI
groups organize themselves at the local level, gather
information on the needs of slum dwellers, negotiate
with local government, and design solutions that
work in their context – always prioritizing the poorest
members in a community.
The local communities that make up the SDI
alliances in 34 nations across the Global South do not
13
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understand why professional development assistance
agencies do not support their work.
In so many places, communities see development
agencies implementing small sanitation projects that
are never going to address the massive needs. They
see projects captured by landlords because the local
context was misunderstood; they see corrupt
contractors inflating their invoices; and they see poor
management of facilities that soon fall into disrepair.
What are the steps forward? A first step is
implementing suitable monitoring systems to collect
accurate baseline information in communities. SDI
has information on the sanitation situation in over
6,000 informal settlements. In SDI’s experience, such
information helps communities establish their
priorities and helps them to build relationships with
their local governments.

14

Importantly,
community-gathered
data
consistently
emphasizes the
priority
slum
communities place on improving access to sanitation,
in settlements from Mumbai to Accra.
In partnership with like-minded organizations and
governments, SDI is working to help achieve the
SDGs
by
generating scalable, affordable, and environmentally
sustainable sanitation solutions for the world’s
rapidly growing slum dweller population. We believe
that community involvement in the design,
implementation, management, and monitoring of this
agenda is essential, and non-negotiable.
For further information
sdi.alliance.net

SELAVIP

THEMES
EJ Anzorena, SJ
April 2016

The ‘7’ Southern African SDI Hub Delegates
Met in Zimbabwe
Representatives from seven Slum/Shack Dwellers
International affiliate countries that constitute the
Southern Africa Hub met in Harare, the capital of
Zimbabwe, to learn and share their varied experience
on how they are tackling the challenges faced by the
urban poor in the region. The affiliates attending the
meeting include South Africa, Malawi, Botswana,
Zambia, Namibia, Swaziland and the host, Zimbabwe.
Hub meetings are regularly held in each of the
affiliate countries. The Harare meeting follows the
last one held in Blantyre, Malawi in March earlier
this year.
The hub meetings, which have been employing
the recently adopted SDI Learning Monitoring and
Evaluation Reporting Framework as the basis for the
reflections, are systematically being used as a tool for
facilitating and deepening learning processes.
Proceedings for the first day of the hub meeting
focused on savings and enumerations with the
affiliates reporting on the planned activities,
achievements and challenges. The Federation of the
Rural and Urban Poor (FEDUP) from South Africa
have introduced simple new recording systems that
are strengthening the savings culture. Savings
Management Teams have been put in place and to
date information about savings is being collected
consistently. As a result the savings have also
increased significantly enabling the South African
Alliance to attain the savings targets they set for the
reporting period April 2015 – March 2016. Increasing
the capacity of savings management teams and
networks has helped to develop the rudiments for
supporting struggling saving schemes and catalyzing
the formation of new schemes.
The Zambian Federations have devised new
strategies to boost saving scheme membership. While
traditionally saving scheme mobilization has largely
focused on land and housing, the new approach also
places emphasis on day to day challenges which can
be achieved in the short-term, such as responding to

livelihoods challenges that the urban poor struggle
with on a daily basis.
In addition, the Zambian Federation together with
their support NGO are supporting the establishment
of Informal Settlement Networks (ISN). In countries
where they exist, the ISN’s have become essential
structures at the grassroots level to organize slum
dwellers into a coherent voice for negotiations with
government around access to services and secure
tenure, bringing together the Federation saving
schemes and other stakeholders in each
settlement. Informal Settlement Networks, a model
that has been learnt from the South African SDI
Alliance, have enabled communities in slums to start
tackling community development priorities and at the
same time availing scope for city-wide engagement.
The reports on profiling and enumerations
indicated a thrust towards making effective use of the
data and maps generated through profiles, household
surveys and spatial analysis of slums. The experience
of the Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia in the
town of Gobabis is an example of how affiliates are
using the information – translating the figures from
the surveys to tangible benefits for the urban poor.
In Gobabis, a Federation-driven enumeration
exercise has culminated in a reblocking program
resulting in secure tenure for 1,000 households. while
in Tsumeb, 300 plots were allocated to the federation.
Affiliates are also starting to use information
generated from settlement profiles and enumerations
to push policy-oriented agendas. In Lusaka Zambia,
for example, the partnership between the Federation
and their NGO People’s Process on Housing and
Poverty in Zambia (PPHPZ) with the Lusaka City
Council and the University of Zambia have
created opportunities to create a city-wide settlement
upgrading process that include the creation of a
settlement upgrading fund
For further information:
SDI.net
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Special Education: By Units and Home-Schools

Purpose:
The use of Units and of Home-Schools as an
optional educational approach to respond to the
growing numbers of persons with intellectual
disabilities...a mass manpower response to a massive
"problem"!
Units are very small groups of persons with
intellectual disabilities who cannot, because of
intellectual and/or physical difficulties, follow the
structured educational norms of a society. Units and
Home-School groups focus upon people who are
"slow" of any age group (young and old), of any
gender (male or female), of any place (home, hospital,
institution, school), rural or urban, social status,
economic level.
They are non-institutional (focus is on the
individual or small group); non-professional (parents
and volunteers are the educators, although teachers
and
specialists
can
be
involved); low-in-cost (utilizing all local teaching
materials).
The background, the preparations, the process of
initiating and conducting a Unit and/or Home-School
group will be explained. Their purposes also include:
1) To give total education (physically, spiritually,

intellectually); 2) To lead to self-sufficiency and
responsibility; 3) To lead to social awareness and
self-advocacy. Different existing models, and
experiences (in India, in Nepal, in Japan, etc.) of the
presenter/s are explained.
Schedules, programs, relation- ships with local
school activities, avenues of "inclusion" into full
community life, and the utilizing of their human
rights and responsibilities are explained.
Special Education: By Units And Home-Schools
In many "far-away places", during the past two or
three decades of years or more, there have been
effective and productive efforts made in the field of
special education and the care of normal persons who
happen to be "slow". People working in different
parts of our global village departed from the
traditional structured, professionalized, and highcosting systems, and adapted basic educational
development programs to better cope with regional,
cultural, and economic circumstances.
In the East, the "new" educational approaches
were not the conclusions made by theorists
(professionals), or the results of costly research
studies, or having a large number of "employees"
studying the problem.
Rather, success came by
the love, by the dedication,
by the hard work of
individuals striving to
bring light to those living
in a world of shadows.
Success came by daily
experiences, by trial-anderror efforts, and by a
respectful partnership with
parents and the teaching
persons---these are the
"stuff" out of which the
Unit educational approach
came into existence!
The
special
educational
approach
mentioned here centers
upon
the
individuals
17
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involved (as student and as
participant), upon the home
(as the primary classroom
for life, and the parents as
the primary educators for
life);
also
upon
the
educational principles of
creativity (which is the use
of
imagination)
and
discovery
(which
is
experimentation).
The
approach emphasizes that
one person (having love and
dedication to help people in
need) can, in reality and
with effectiveness, begin a
special educational Unit (a
Home-School) anywhere,
anytime, and confidently
reach out to the many unreached persons who have
intellectual disabilities in the community!
The purpose of this paper, then, is to share
information about the formulation and use of Units
(Home-Schools) as an optional approach to respond
to the growing numbers of people with intellectual
disabilities...a mass manpower response to a massive
"problem"!
"Small is beautiful" was a common saying some
years ago. It is the key to successful teaching! The
"Small is beautiful" orientation has served well as a
basis for experimental special educational programs.
Pioneering in a "grassroots" climate of education has
enabled receptive teaching persons (be they literate or
illiterate, poor or financially sound, socially wellestablished or without social status) to try "new" and
creative ways and means to be effective in the
development of the mental capabilities of people who
have special educational needs.
The Unit (Home School) approach is rooted in a
philosophy based on respect and dignity for the
individuals involved. It is non-institutional (the home
is the primary classroom), non-professional
(empowering parents and volunteers are the primary
educators). It is low in cost (within the framework of
the family income and financial situation). The
challenge is for many people in many places to
initiate Units (Home Schools) ...not just one place in
a neighborhood, but many places... in apartment
houses, in empty places of worship, unused school
rooms, on verandas, under trees! Such Units already
exist! They can be con- ducted on a "commercial"
basis, or a non-commercial basis.
Units (Home Schools) simply stated are very
small groups of persons with intellectual disabilities
who cannot, because of intellectual difficulties,
18

follow the structured educational norms of a society.
Units (Home Schools) focus upon people who are
"slow" in mind of any age group (young and old), of
any gender (male or female), of any place (home,
hospital, institution, residence), rural or urban, any
social status or economic level.
The purposes of conducting Units (Home
Schools) also include these: 1) To give total
education (physically, spiritually, intellectually); 2)
To lead to self-sufficiency and responsibility; 3) To
initiate social awareness and self-advocacy.
There are various models of Units (Home
Schools) that exist, and many other models to be
experimented. In India, over 150 Units (Home
Schools) have been begun by Sister Ching...all are in
rural villages (some with larger populations than
others). These are generally conducted on verandas or
in individual homes and in classrooms of schools.
The number of "students" varies...some classes have
five or six, others have 14 or 15...the ideal is up to 8
or so. The teaching person is generally a woman (but
men do help) who is a mother or widow in need.
They are required to have participated in the Basic
Special Educational Program (5 ½ -days Special
Educational Course---40 hours of lectures and class
demonstrations presented by Sister Ching and a
facilitator). A contract is made for one year. Sister
Ching supplies the few teaching materials that are
needed (and gives the teaching person a small
monthly stipend "for using their place"). There are
consultations with the Principals of local schools to
have the Unit (Home School) students officially
registered in the nearby normal schools.
The daily schedule includes studies for four hours
and fifteen minute (usually beginning early...8:00
A.M. or so and in that way ending a little after 12:00
noon. One reason is that such a schedule permits the
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teaching person to take village women for afternoon
sessions in literacy, home care, incoming-generating
studies (sewing) for about 2 to 3 hours). The students
with intellectual disabilities learn: Morning Greetings
and Physical Exercises; have a Class on Numbers;
Toilet Time; a Class on Sports and Games; a Class on
Sounds and Communications; Washing Hands Before
Eating; a Class on Eating (Tiffin); a Class on Oral
Hygiene (Brushing of Teeth); a Class on
Multisensory
Education and/or Skills For Living (Craft Work);
Toilet Time; a Class on Words; a Class on Cleaning; a
Class on Singing and Dancing. They ---the students--depart after hours and 15 minutes of study. Home
assignments are given. A curriculum is followed.
At the end of the year, the teaching person is
given an option to continue the Unit (Home School)
on his/her own (in these circumstances Sister Ching
gives to the teaching person all of the educational
materials in the Unit (including those usedfor the
adult educational program), but no longer contributes
financially. Sister remains on a consultative
relationship. If the teaching person does not want to
continue the Unit, then all of the educational
materials are removed and the Unit (Home School)
ceases to exist. The success of this "system" is proven
by the large amount of Units (Home Schools) that
have continued to this day (often in the most difficult
circumstances and places!), and the inclusion of the
"students" in normal school and community life.
In some African countries, the people with
intellectual disabilities themselves have begun Units
(Home Schools)...and conduct their own programs. In
Japan, the same Unit (Home School) system is
utilized especially for women over the age of 15 or
16 years, and who no longer can attend Day Care or
normal school classes...
Some local teachers have begun sessions in their
own homes (having given up teaching in local
schools) and formulated a one-year "Marriage
Preparation ourse"...all studies (Home Economics,
Child Care, Farming, Sewing, Flower Arrangement,
etc.) are given during full-day "class times". A
reasonable fee is paid to the teaching person.
After one year, the course is finished; and a new
group will begin. These "private endeavors" have
been a "God-send" for the Government which would
normally have to provide some services for such
people with intellectual disabilities. In the United
States of America, State legislation varies, however,
many States permit normal (all) students the right to
Home School. That is, as long as one of the parents
graduated from High School, the student
(handicapped and non- handicapped) can study at
home.
The
teaching
person/s
are
the

The UNIT (HOME SCHOOL) is an effective
and viable program of education that has
sparked a mass-man- power response to the
needs of the many people in the world of
Special Education. For those persons who are
interested, a more thorough explanation of this
educational approach will be found in a 45pages pamphlet we have printed. It is titled,
“The UNITS, an Educational Approach for
Special People with Educational Needs.” It
explains a bit more in detail concerning the
background of UNITS (HOME SCHOOLS),
like the first steps taken in Nepal, in India in the
formation of UNITS, the programs involved and
the schedules involved and the results.
We would also like to make reference to our
publication, “Special Educational Programs for
Normal Persons Who Happen to Be Slow,"
which gives full details of our optional
educational approach and varied programs.
Words in a recent newspaper article may be
the appropriate way to end this presentation:
One person can do something
One person can do everything
Not for everyone, everywhere, every time
But for someone, somewhere, now!
Use the powers, the gifts God has given to
act alone, to connect with others to make a
difference!
If it is important enough to believe in. It is
important enough to act on!
We think the "UNIT (HOME SCHOOL)"
idea is important enough for us to believe in and
to act on! We would like to share the idea with
you with the hope that you, too,will act upon it
to bring to fullness the potential for education of
the normal per- sons who happen to be "slow" in
your own family, in the world around you!
We have pioneered this approach in Nepal
and India and shared it with many nations of
Africa, Asia, Europe Middle East and the South
Pacific areas. We are convinced it works! We
invite you to "Try it!" And make the difference
in their lives and in yours!
Thank you.
parents. The curriculum is the same as the local
school. The student will join the others at school for
examinations. (It is reported that over 2 million
students are doing Home School at present...and
doing much better in studies than if they attended the
school itself full time!)
All of the Units (Home Schools) establish
relationships with the local schools via attending
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normal classes on occasion, involvement in combined
Sports Affairs, other school activities. There are "gettogether" sessions of Unit (Home School) teaching
persons once a year in India and other places in order
to evaluate on-going programs, exchange of
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experiences, encourage cooperation. It is the road to
"localization" of special education!
For further information
gudalenwskyboy@gmail.com
Sr.ConcepcionMadduma@
gmail.com
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SDI Network Indicators - January-June 2015
MEMBERS, SAVINGS, AND LIVELIHOODS
Cities

481

Daily savings (USD)

7,369,092

Settlements

7,063

Loans from daily savings (USD)

1,672,738

No. of savers

359,969

Daily savings repayment (USD)

415,305

No. of females

UPF savings (USD)

2,330,701

No. of males

Loans from UPF (USD)

9,875,038
4,098,470

No. of savings groups

7,590

UPF repayments (USD)

No. of young people (under 24) in
savings groups

7,602

Other savings (USD)

No. of youth groups

720,426

228
CITYWIDE FUNDS

No. of citywide funds

12

Govt. contribution to citywide
funds (USD)

1,903,279

Savings in citywide funds (USD)

251,759

Other contributions to citywide
funds (USD)

791,417

Loans from citywide funds (USD)

102,534

Repayments to citywide funds
(USD)

22,233

No. of projects funded (partially
or fully) by citywide funds

70

LAND & LAND TENURE
Households with informal
security of tenure

47,218

Households with customary
systems of
tenure

Households with statutory tenure
(individual)

82,037

Land secured (acres)

Households with statutory tenure
(communal)

12,621

Cost (USD)

117,726

1,990

9,427,972
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INCREMENTAL UPGRADING
No. of settlements re-blocked/spatially
reconfigured

14

No. of households
affected

11,646

BASIC SERVICES - Sanitation
No. of toilet blocks

897

No. of seats in toilet blocks

15,375

No. of households serviced by toilet blocks

22,812

No. of shared toilets

1,029

No. of households serviced by shared toilets

2,947

No. of individual toilets

22,218

No. of households serviced by individual
toilets

25,699

Cost of toilet blocks
(USD)

21,749,428

Cost shared toilets
(USD)

317,975

Cost individual
toilets (USD)

865,879

BASIC SERVICES - Water
No. of individual taps

21,114

No. of households with individual taps

21,114

No. of communal taps

164

No. of households serviced by communal taps
No. of shared taps

60,827
38

No. of households serviced with shared taps
No. of boreholes

250
45

No. of households serviced by boreholes

16,922

Cost of individual
taps (USD)

413,262

Cost of communal
taps (USD)

127,936

Cost of shared taps
(USD)
Cost of boreholes
(USD)

251,648

BASIC SERVICES - Drainage
No. of settlements with storm/waste water
systems installed
No. of households benefitting

38
17,465

Cost of storm/waste
water systems
(USD)

143,958

BASIC SERVICES - Energy
No. of solar distribution centers
No. of households with solar panels
No. of communities trained in energy
management
No. of employment opportunities created
through solar projects
No. of households linked to city grid

24

19
1,630
47
74
2,500

Cost of distribution
centers (USD)
Cost of solar panels
(USD)

22,081
79,800
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BASIC SERVICES - Waste Management
No. of households linked to community
waste management systems

11,227

No. of households linked to government
waste management systems

88,183

PUBLIC AMENITIES
Community Centers

59

Cost (USD)

551,452

4

Cost (USD)

6,900

Clinics

11

Cost (USD)

36,686

Commercial Centers

13

Cost (USD)

119,520

1

Cost (USD)

39,393

24

Cost (USD)

91,511

Creches/Schools

Markets upgraded
Roads/pathways upgraded
Others (describe)

Cost (USD)
HOUSING

Informal dwellings improved

4,151

Cost (USD)

1,572,943

Permanent houses under construction

1,684

Cost (USD)

1,752,596

26,533

Cost (USD)

56,861,770

Permanent houses completed

INFORMATION COLLECTED
No. of cities profiled

221

No. of settlements profiled

7,213

No. of settlements enumerated

2,764

No. of settlements
mapped

1,798

No. of GIS maps

1,313

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
Agreements with National Govt.

31

Agreements with
Universities

51

Agreements with Prov. Govt.

22

No. of city forums

172

Agreements with Local Govt.

120

No. of city forum
meetings held

208

Impact on policy changes
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BOLIVIA
EJ Anzorena, SJ
April 2016

Students Connect with Their Community Roots at
Bolivia’s Aymara Indigenous University
The Aymara Indigenous University of Bolivia “Túpac formation system leaves many of these Bolivians
Katari” (Unibol) attracts students from across the marginalized, attended only by schools outside of a
Bolivian Altiplano, who are looking for a better rural reality. It is proven by the low rates of
future and a way to give back to their communities. acceptance through admission exams: only 11 of 260
Named after the 18th-century indigenous rebellion obtained the scholarship this way (in comparison to
leader, the university was created in 2008 by the the pre-university courses which had an 80% success
Bolivian government as a way to embrace traditional rate).
knowledge and to provide opportunities to study
A new partnership between the Unibol, La Pública,
fields that can be of help in the development of the and Jaqi Aru (a local organization that promotes the
students’ rural communities. With an enrollment of use of the Aymara language on the Internet) has
approximately 950, students can choose from a launched a citizen journalism project to hear the
number of fields of study including Altiplano voices of these students, who want to share their
agronomy, food engineering, textile engineering, and stories. Through hands-on workshops, the students
veterinary sciences.
are learning how to express themselves and publish
Located in the community of Cuyahuani near their stories on the website of La Pública. While
Lake Titicaca, the university continues to experience many students who speak Aymara are still hesitant to
growth with the construction of new classrooms and write in the language, some are attempting with the
facilities for the students. Students live on campus on help of the Jaqi Aru team. Many of the blog posts are
full scholarship, which includes tuition, room and written in Spanish and then translated into Aymara. In
board, and other related costs. However, competition future posts, we'll feature some of the blog posts that
is high, and prospective students must take an were first written in Aymara, and then translated into
entrance exam. One of the requirements is that the Spanish.
student must speak the Aymara language because
Here are some of the first blog posts from the
most of the classes are taught in that language. Many Aymara Voices project, which seeks to collect “the
rural communities also
provide their endorsement
of the applying and
accepted
students,
establishing this mutual
commitment.
Mabel
Franco,
coordinator of the project
La Pública, describes the
average profile of the
students and why this type
of university is needed:
The stories of the
students have much in
common: from homes living
in extreme poverty, school
years completed with great
sacrifice, and frustration
when it comes time to look
for admission to a university.
Citizen journalism workshops at Unibol. Photo courtesy of La Pública.
The traditional professional
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social,
environmental,
socio-cultural, technological,
educational experiences and
express the daily lives of the
students
and
of
the
communities.”
The road leading to the
university has not always
been easy, but for agronomy
student
Delia
Mamani
Callisaya,
after
some
challenges she now feels at
home. She describes the
first informational meeting
in 2010, where she along
with 63 new classmates
started to learn about the
university
and
its
Members of the Jaqi Aru team. Photo courtesy of La Públic
opportunities.
Originally
from the community of
like a family. If a classmate is ill or is struggling with
Guaqui, she describes these feelings:
a class, we support one another so that they do not
“I feel proud to be a part of this institution, which
get discouraged so that they can move forward with
has grown more than many of us could have ever
the studies. The on-campus living allows us to
imagined. I believe that my university is different
maintain the values that I think are being lost among
than other universities across the country, without
the youth.
disparaging other universities.
“Abidan Triguero Calle's journey to the university
“For example, the friendship that unites the
was also long, but worth the effort. Originally from a
students is sincere, it is more than friendship, it is a
community in the Altiplano, he started studying in La
brotherhood and sisterhood. We are together everyday,
Paz. He looked at educational options in the city of
getting to know one another and helping one another
Cochabamba, but the cost of the private university
was prohibitive. He then heard about the opportunity
at the Unibol and it was exactly what he was looking
for. He is now studying food engineering, which will
help his community. He writes about his first
semester with the Unibol and how it changed his
outlook towards his future:
“Honestly, I just came to see what this place was
like. I stayed for the first semester and took classes
such as Aymara cosmovision and now I can say that I
identify more with the place where I was born. I am
Aymara born in the Ingavi province, Jesús de
Machaca municipality, the community of Lahuacollo.
This university changed my way of thinking, and
now I feel very committed to Bolivia.”
Stay tuned for more stories from the students from
the Unibol, who write about the challenges and
successes of their rural communities.
Eduardo Avila

Written by Eduardo Avila
://twitter.com/barrioflores"@barrioflores
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Sanjiv Chaturvedi: A Bureaucrat in Constant Conflict with
Government
By picking Sanjiv Chaturvedi, the Ramon Magsaysay
Award Foundation has decided to honor one of the
most controversial bureaucrats whose 13-year career
in the Indian Forest Service has been spent in
constant conflict with the government.
The foundation said, Chaturvedi, a 2002-batch
officer, was being recognized for his “exemplary
integrity, courage and tenacity in uncompromisingly
exposing and painstakingly investigating corruption
in public office, and his resolute crafting of program
and system improvements to ensure that government
honorably serves the people of India.”
Chaturvedi,, shot to fame after he exposed a series
of irregularities in Haryana. He alleged the
involvement of powerful politicians of the state,
including then Chief Minister and then Forest
Minister. He even went to court on two of the
“scams” he had exposed. Not surprisingly, he faced
multiple transfers and was suspended in 2007.
The story of a young and outspoken officer taking
on the political establishment for protection of forests
made headlines．
Chaturvedi’s five-year stint in his home cadre saw
him being transferred 12 times. He claimed to have
received several threats to his life. But he did win a
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few battles against the state government, like when
his suspension was revoked in 2008, or when a
departmental chargesheet was quashed by the central
government.
His original complaints of irregularities also
travelled some distance. The environment ministry
referred them to the Central Vigilance Commission,
which recommended a CBI probe. But the Haryana
government did not agree, and Chaturvedi moved the
Supreme Court. That is where the matter currently
rests.
The central government pulled him out of the
state and put him on central deputation. But no
ministry wanted him. In a different context, the then
Environment Secretary Tishyarakshit Chatterjee had
noted that “though Shri Chaturvedi seems to possess
an uncanny knack for opening Pandora’s boxes in
new places of postings, his good faith and
commitment to duty cannot be questioned.”
For further information:
Magsaysay Award
The Indian Express
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The Demise of Yamamoto
Yoshihiko Yamamoto. Thanks！
From Yamamoto san I learned internally many things that are alive in me.
I will include some quotes from an interview with Mr Y. Nishimura in 2008 to show the first steps of a
young man of a discriminated social group submerged in the poverty who was able to lead all his Asaka
community to improve their housing and create jobs
He later formed a dynamic youth community in Kitashiba and continued the main collaboration with the
Korean youth.
Meeting him has been a blessing. May he receive his reward
By Jorge Anzorena
Asaka neighborhood empowerment process
Yoshihiko Yamamoto was an extraordinary
community leader and director of the Asaka
Neighborhood Buraku Liberation League BLL.
He views the Asaka neighborhood empowerment
process as having four stages:
(1).1950s-1970s, the battle for decent public
housing;
(2).1970-1975-organizing youth and women’s
groups, the battle against juvenile delinquency and
low school grades;
(3).1975-1980- removal of the subway depot and
the involvement of residents in community planning;
(4) 1988- launching of the Asaka Community
Development Council.
YAMAMOTO Yoshihiko san
of the Asaka buraku community, Osaka, died of
cancer in the night of December 3. He had an
operation about a year ago, and since then we have
had a feeling he is recovered. He was still active in
travelling even abroad, joining in meetings,
assisting disadvantaged communities, protesting
against money-led municipal policies as well as
organizing a new community space of Asaka
which was established through ACCA support.
Last month, he organized a seminar in Osaka
commemorating the 30th year of Japan-Korea
people-to-people exchanges when he participated
in the People's Dialogue in Seoul of 1989.
This was a big momentum to him. From them he
pioneered exchanges of discriminated people not
only with Korean groups but with other Asian
groups.
From Hosaka

Beginning
Yamamoto’s career as an organizer began in the
late 1960s. His family life was typical for Buraku at
that time. They were extremely poor and he was
semiliterate without a stable job, Yamamoto recalls:
We were living in a public apartment built in 1967.
We got it through negotiation with the Osaka
government. The apartment construction split the
community because the government promised both
the chonaikai (the neighborhood association) and
the BLL control. Learning of the duplicity the
organizations began to fight with each other.
Eventually government gave 70 blocks to the BLL
members shouted us from out-side denouncing my
mother as a traitor. She had been suffering from heart
problems and I was very angry at that time.
In the small residents’ meeting of ten families in
his apartment block, he was appointed as the
representative to negotiate with the Osaka city
officials for further improvement of the neighborhood.
He didn’t know what he was supposed to do, so he
sought a mentor from the BLL in nearby Yata
neighborhood. Yata was renowned as an active
Buraku neighborhood for its political engagement.
Out of seven national leaders of the BLL, three came
from Yata. His new mentor from Yata told him to
study reading and writing by attending an evening
literacy class in the neighborhood. After the class was
finished, with the help of a dictionary, he spent a year
reading a book that had been given to him. “It was
Chairman Mao’s book about the technique of
involving the masses in political movements,” he told
me. Out of this study, he learned to focus on the
issues of day-to-day life. “I did not want to talk about
general politics or ideology, as Buraku people were
not interested.”
29

April 2016

They knew education was important to break the
chain of poverty. But they did not know how.”
When we started a BLL Asaka branch in 1965,
people were only thinking about their housing
and jobs. They did not know what was necessary for
the community, but I thought we need to put the
community first and not the individual needs since
that would stop the fighting.

“I also decided to focus on the community as a
whole. Not private interests. We had serious fights
between the chonaikai (the more conservative progovernment neighborhood) and BLL based
organizations. We hatch each other while fighting for
public housing. This taught me a lesson that we
should find a common goal which no one can
contest.”
After losing the battle against the construction of
subway depot, in 1960, Yamamoto helped organize
the Asaka Neighborhood Housing Demand
Association.
In 1969, Yamamoto and this group revived a
moribund youth group of the Asaka BLL. The youth
group tackled the poor school performance of Buraku
kids. At the time, juvenile delinquency was rampant
and most kids had grades inadequate to advance to a
public high school. Students indulged in cigarette
smoking, glue sniffing and playing hooky from class.
The youth group began a program dubbed Education
Safeguard. Yamamoto explains:
“When we went to school, the teachers used to
say that Buraku kids do not study and hence have low
performance. But how can they study well if their
parents do not know how to read and write? Their
family background was such that kids did not have
any incentive to study. So we implemented a 70 day
study camp, with sympathetic school teachers and the
Buraku youth group. We worked with 13 kids who
were about to take the entrance exam for high school.
As 13 students passed the exam which was
previously said to be too difficult for Buraku kids.
This gave us enormous trust form Buraku parents as
everyone wanted their kids to go to a good school.
30

Community Empowerment
Asaka residents were mostly junk dealers, day
laborers and peddlers of various kinds. They used
hand trolleys to carry junk and old materials; none
had a driver’s license. On the other hand, at Yata, the
nearby Buraku, there was a driver’s license circle
which taught people how to drive and how to get a
license. Yamamoto felt Yata was far more advanced
at providing job training to residents.
When a man from Asaka went to Yata asking to
join the circle, they suggested we start out own. They
said, “If you are silent and do nothing, you remain
ignorant. Why don’t you empower the entire
neighborhood by starting your own license circle at
Asaka? We can help you starting up.” So we started
the Asaka driving license circle.
Next, there was job training. Some women at
Asaka noticed that there were cooking staff working
for primary and secondary schools. They asked me
how they could become one of those, as they admired
the full time job. I told them that you have to get a
license to be a cook for schools. In order to be a
licensed cook, you have to pass the national exam.
So you need to know how to read and write. They
understood what they had to do. We started a course
to study for the exam in addition to literacy classes.
Seventy people wanted to study. So we invited an
instructor and taught them at the BLL neighborhood
hall. For a year, three days a week at night, they
studied and passed the exam and got the job. Of
course, they were very happy.
The literacy movement initiated by the BLL
groups like Yamamoto’s had an enormous impact on
the Buraku people who were still mostly illiterate in
the 1950-1960s. Although prior to World War II,
Japan claimed to be nearly 100% literate, there were
still illiterate people at the bottom of society and most
of them were either Burakumin or resident Koreans
who were brought to japan during World War II. In
the literacy class, teachers were mostly BLL leaders
or non-Buraku supporters who got involved in the
Buraku community movement.
Yamamoto’s life was typical of Buraku youth in
the 1960s: he had dropped out of primary school in
the third grade since he could neither pay the school
lunch fees nor to the homework. As he describes it:
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At five, I started working helping my mother, my
aunt, and my grandmother. I helped my mother early
in the morning before going to school, worked with
my aunt after school until seven o’clock. Then I
helped my grandmother at night until 11 O’clock.
I could not buy school textbooks no study at home.
I never did the homework. In those days, a school
lunch cost 435 yen per month. But our family of five
survived with 300 yen per day buying five cups of
rice with that money. We mostly ate rice gruel. How
can a child of such a family pay 435 yen per month
for school meals?
His teachers accused him of not doing homework
and not paying the meal fees. So he stopped eating
the meals.
So I didn’t eat lunch. But one day, one of my
classmates accused me for stealing money which I
never did..I was so angry that I quit school there and
then.

His parents were peddlers of groceries who would
walk long distances selling vegetables from house to
house. When he was 11, they split up and his mother
and he had to work in Yata for several years as his
father had “sold” them to pay for his gambling debt.
He understands the destitute feeling of his father and
was never critical. Several years after the split, his
mother and his siblings moved to Asaka where she
was able to get a welfare subsidy and move into a
public apartment.
He believed that the weakness of his father was
derived from poverty and discrimination.
For further information:
Y. Nishimura,
City Engagement and
Community Development among Japan Buraku
P130-132.
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Kommaly Chanthavong and Laotian Women
Over half a century of war has ravaged Laos,
resulting in large-scale destruction, loss of lives, and
a country that remains one of the world’s poorest. Yet
it is a testament to the Laotian people that despite all
this, here greatness of the human spirit has not been
extinguished.
Born into a farming family, Kommaly
Chanthavong lived through all her country’s tragedies.
Losing her father in the Indochina War, she was a
refugee at age thirteen, walking barefoot over six
hundred kilometers from her village in eastern Laos
to Vientiane to escape the bombings during the
Vietnam War. Through sheer perseverance, she
pursued her studies in Vientiane and in 1966 earned a
nursing diploma; in 1972 she married and raised a
family. She had to walk long distances from village to
village buying and selling goods between Laos and
Thailand. Through these difficult times, one thing
remained constant for Kommaly—her love for silk
weaving, which she learned from her mother when
she was only five years old; in fact, fleeing her
village in 1961 all she took with her were heirloom
pieces of woven silk handed down from her
grandmothers. In Vientiane, seeing war-displaced,
rural women in desperate need of work, she used her
meager savings to buy looms, and in 1976 started in
her home a weaving group of ten women, whom she
called the “Phontong Weavers.”
Thus began Kommaly’s valiant efforts to help
women earn a living and revive Lao silk weaving, a
deeply esteemed tradition rapidly disappearing
because of the convulsions of war. Her original group
grew to become Phontong Handicraft Cooperative—a
network of Lao artisans now spanning thirty-five
villages and connecting over 450 artisans. Impressed
by her success, the Lao government leased to
Kommaly in the early 1980’s forty-two hectares of
land in northeast Laos for use as a silk farm. It was
barren, heavily bombed-out land, littered with
unexploded landmines that Kommaly and her group
had to personally dig out before they could start
planting trees. This has since become Mulberries
Organic Silk Farm, dedicated to the revival of Lao
silk production, with hectares planted to mulberry
trees, specially-built temperature-controlled buildings
to house all stages of silk production, a large garden
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providing raw materials for natural dyeing, and a
cattle-raising area producing manure as organic
fertilizers. Since its establishment, the farm has
trained over a thousand farmers and weavers and has
created over three thousand jobs.
But Kommaly’s initiatives went even further. In
1990 she started Camacrafts, a non-profit project that
markets traditional Lao and Hmong handicrafts,
working with hundreds of women in twenty villages.
Three years later, she created Mulberries, a social
enterprise that initiates income-generating projects
around traditional arts and crafts, including the
production of mulberry tea, wine, and soap. More
than two thousand villagers in five provinces have
benefitted from this. In 1993, the Lao Sericulture
Company was launched to oversee and manage
Kommaly’s many initiatives. Her amazing work has
covered the whole cycle of silk production, from
growing mulberry trees, raising silkworms, creating
natural dyes, to training, research, provision of tools,
and local and international marketing of highlyprized handmade silk items. Despite numerous
adversities, she has traversed villages to personally
teach and encourage weaving, and to patiently set up
silk houses where young women and men can weave
world-class products. The soft-spoken Kommaly says
of her decades-long work, “Our goal is to strengthen
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the position of women by giving them a dependable
income and thus improve the chances of their
children.” Clearly, she has done this—and much
more.
In electing Kommaly Chanthavong to receive the
2015 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees
recognizes her fearless, indomitable spirit to revive
and develop the ancient Laotian art of silk weaving,

creating livelihoods for thousands of poor, wardisplaced Laotians, and thus preserving the dignity of
women and her nation’s priceless silken cultural
treasure.
For further Information:
www.rmaf.org.ph/newrmaf/main/awardees/.../356
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Excerpts of a Post-Earthquake Assessment Report
June 2015

PAKISTAN Context
An earthquake of magnitude 7.8 occurred at 11:56
NST on 25th April in Nepal, killing more that 9,000
people
and
injured
around
23,000.
Its
epicenter was east of the district of Lamjung, and its
hypocenter was at a depth of approximately 15 km
(9.3 mi). It was the worst natural disaster to strike
Nepal since the 1934 Nepal–Bihar earthquake.
Hundreds of thousands of people were made
homeless with entire villages flattened, across many
districts of the country. Centuries-old buildings were
destroyed at UNESCO World Heritage sites in the
Kathmandu Valley, including some at the Kathmandu
Durbar Square, the Patan Durbar Squar, the
Bhaktapur Durbar Square, the Changu Narayan
Temple
and
the
Swayambhunath
Stupa.
Geophysicists and other experts had warned for

decades
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that

Nepal

was

vulnerable

to

a

deadly
earthquake,
particularly
because of its geology, urbanization, and architecture.
Disastrous events in very poor and politically
paralyzed nations such as Nepal often become a long
drawn out chain of events, in that one disaster feeds
into another for years or even decades upon end. The
after effects from the earthquake have resulted on a
myriad of seemingly unrelated aspects: human
trafficking, labor cost and availability, rental and
property cost burdens, urbanization, private and
public debt burdens, mental health, politics, tourism,
as well as disease and healthcare system damages,
disasters that come with the monsoon season. The
first monsoon related effects: a landslip on June 11th
has claimed 53 lives mean-while a glacial lake had
burst in particularly hard hit Solukhumbhu district;
whether or not the quake had contributed such events
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interconnected
courtyards.
A
community mapping exercise was
done in the village to understand the
situation. This mapping further led
to re-planning of the settlements
around courtyards and existing
houses. The community leaders
liked the idea of re-planning and
have agreed to pitch the idea to the
whole community. Now a more
detailed planning exercise is being
worked out by Lumanti Architects.
Approach to Rehabilitation
is often unknown and unresearched, but certainly
possible.
Misereor has shown interest in supporting a
program for long term rehabilitation in Nepal.
Community Architect Network (ACHR- CAN) along
with Hunnarshala Foundation have been assigned to
visit and assess the situation in Nepal and identify
possible areas of intervention with the support of
Lumanti, and to further look for possibilities of
developing a community-led rehabilitation program.
Field Assessment
3
old
towns
in
KTM
valley
(Machchegan,Siddhipur and Thecho) and two other
villages (Jeevanpur and Chhatra Devrali) were visited
for identification of possible ways of intervention by
assessing the current situation and laying the road for
rehabilitation in the future. Lumanti plans to focus
working in 8 old town in KTM where most of old
houses are affected and LUMANTI already have
been working before the earth-quake and during the
relief after the earthquake.
As an example we take Machchegan
Machchegan is located on the fringes of
Kathmandu where almost 60-70% houses have been
destroyed. Lumanti has been working in the village
through their network of women savings credit
cooperatives and had already started the
process of documenting the settlement under the
ACCA program. It was in a dialogue with the
community for developing the village as heritage
village before the earthquake happened. Currently,
Lumanti is working in a hamlet called Taukhel where
approximately 120 houses are present, of which
about 40 are in a good condition but would require
retrofitting measures. All the other houses have
collapsed. The communities are now sitting on
private land and are looking forward at the
opportunity to re-plan their settlement and align their
housing to the Nevari Architecture known for its

Community Mapping and
Social Mobilization
Community mapping is an important tool to
organize community rehabilitation program by
helping the community take strategic decisions in
planning of their habitat and encouraging them to
think as a whole from the settlement level to the
micro-planning level. Lumanti has experience in
community mapping in several villages. This exercise
is very important to understand the issues of
rebuilding/rehabilitation through the community’s
perspective and make a implementation framework
which is centric to the com-munity.
Pilot program
The government will still take some time to come
out with clear directives and guidelines especially in
the urban areas where building codes and norms need
to be revised. The government has directed people
not to build any houses for 3 months. Some schemes
may be rolled out after this period. It is advisable to
start some entry point activity in the above listed
areas to mobilize community especially where
retrofitting of individual houses are required and the
decision rests in house owners.
These individuals can be empowered to take
decisions by imparting them full knowledge of how
retrofit-ting is done. The mapping process can be
taken further by retrofitting houses of few families
who are in extreme set of vulnerability. In the rural
areas, technology to reuse and recycle can be
demonstrated which would help the villagers build
their permanent shelters.
Team Building
A socio-technical team will be constituted from
Lumanti, Hunnarshala and CAN which can work this
eam to build their capacity to deliver at a large
scale and provide technical and architectural support
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to the whole program. This team will work with
Lumanti’s management to develop a participative
program through which design workshops shall be
conducted from cluster to village level.
As per the plan of Lumanti, the rehabilitation of
the 2,000-2,500 houses is going to be
implemented within 2-3 years. This would require an
in-house team as well as village committees and
leaders. This will also require hand-holding and
trainings of :
• Engineers , Architects & supervisors,
• Village committee / cooperative members
• Masons and Carpenters
• Social workers
A proper MIS-A/C-Inventory system needs be set
up.
Hunnarshala with CAN can play a role in
providing training support to the team while Lumanti
will set up other systems.
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This team of Lumanti and Hunnarshala/CAN will
work collectively as one team. Lumanti shall be the
main coordinator of this program.
Lumanti has a wide base of women self help
groups of more than 35,000 cooperative members.
They are connected with the organization that has
worked on housing through cooperatives.
These cooperatives can not only be instrumental
in housing but also for generating livelihood
activities as well.
A budget for rehabilitation program needs to be
worked out which can then be sent to like minded
donors who are willing to support and participate the
program in different ways and capacities.
For further information:
lumantijoshi@gmail.com
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Karachi: Issues in Commuting for the Urban Poor
By Dr. Noman Ahmed
Samina alights from a Qingqi, an improvised
motorcycle rickshaw at Civic Centre, a central
municipal office. She works as a domestic helper in
various flats in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, a neighbourhood in
eastern part of Karachi. Nowadays she spends Rs 40
(US $0.40 approx.) per day on commuting from her
rented house in Golimar, a low income settlement in
the central part of the city and consumes ninety
minutes in travel time. The absence of decent public
transport had a huge impact on the life of her entire
family. Many years ago, her family lived in periurban Surjani Town in a modest three-room rented
accommodation. Public buses would take her and her
husband to their respective work places while her
three children would use the same mode of transport
for going to school.
Three years back, however, the buses began
disappearing from operation. Erratic frequency of bus
operations would make her spend about three hours
on the road with an average spending of Rs 120 (US
$ 1.2 approx.) per day due to multiple changes in
rides. Samina’s family ended up spending two thirds
of their household income on commuting, an
unfeasible option indeed. They left their reasonably
spacious abode and rented a one room shack in
Golimar. While commuting costs were rationalized,
life for each family member became miserable due to
overcrowded and dingy dwelling. When this scribe
informed her that the city shall soon boast of an
impressive bus rapid transit (BRT) system, she
cynically raised many pertinent questions.
Affordability of fares (for the ordinary person),
completion time of the project, single mode
connectivity (to major places of work), safety for
women (especially during early morning and late
evening trips) and long term dependability were the
main observations raised by her. If one reviews the
recent transportation initiatives, very few of these
questions could be answered.
Karachi has been fed with transportation projects
with much fanfare across the much needed
operational merit. Take the example of Lyari
Expressway. Originally conceived as an idea of a
few technocrats in 1992, the project was adopted
for implementation by the Musharraf regime in
2001. It extended on a 16.5 kilometer long

corridor along Lyari River. Sixteen bridges and
four interchanges were the key ancillaries of the
core design. It ended up dislocating and evicting
about 24,500 houses, many of them with proper
leases,
3,600
shops
and
commercial
establishments, 250 educational and religious
facilities and over 200,000 people. It was initially
estimated to cost Rs 5.1 billion (US $ 0.07 Billion
approx.). The project is half complete with one of
its corridors almost finished. Presently, its
estimated cost is Rs 12.99 billion (US $0.11
Billion approx.). Pronounced benefits of the
project included connection of marginalized
communities with work places and signal free
movement of about 35,000 vehicles.
It may be noted that many transport experts
questioned the utility of this project as many of its
objectives were met by the Karachi Northern Bypass
(KNBP), a simple ‘at-grade’ road built around the
western and central hinterland of the city. Goods,
including heavy trailers and tankers, moved from the
port to Super Highway using KNBP and continue to
do so till today. Completion of Lyari Expressway is
reported to be stalled due to lack of funds and alleged
political opposition of the community whose houses
and establishments will be demolished in the second
phase. No visible benefit to ordinary people is likely
to trickle down even if the expressway is completed.
Much trumpeted signal free corridors have helped
increase the velocity of moving cars and shifted
congestion from one node to the other. 8,000 buses
were supposed to be brought in about nine years ago
to these roads to serve commuters. On the contrary,
bus fleet in the city has been halved to a paltry
13,000, as reported by a senior police officer. A
significant need for mini buses and coaches remains
because these help connect the dense low income
neighborhoods and winding residential locations
along nullahs and water ways to many central and
peri urban neighborhoods in the city. The choice of a
BRT and the cost of these fundamental improvements
may not be a viable option and needs to be
thoroughly re-examined.
The cost and management of the proposed BRT
are vital issues that need serious review. A document
prepared by the Karachi Mass Transit Cell of the
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Karachi Metropolitan Corporation in 2012 informs
that the total cost of Karachi Circular Railways and
seven corridors of BRT shall be Rs 520.6 billion. An
investment plan was prepared to justify the initiation
of this undertaking based on the possible enterprises
that will evolve from the BRT. It is important to note
that the institutional performance of local and
provincial institutions is perhaps at record low during
the recent times. The kind of professional handling
and follow up that may be required to manage a
program of this magnitude and scale may be very
difficult to mobilize from the existing governmental
framework.
It is further feared that the BRT may cause
enormous physical displacement along the existing
corridors of movement during the period of
implementation. A capable traffic management, both
through creation of alternate routes and policing, may
be deemed essential. The people shall have to be
sensitized about the possible benefits that they may
derive from such an undertaking. Unless these
questions are appropriately addressed, the planned
outputs may not be realized.
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The people of Karachi needs short, long and
medium term solutions to their woes of commuting.
The immediate increase in buses and mini buses and
the removal of impediments and encroachments in
the roads (for smooth flow of traffic) should be
undertaken as a low cost and short term action.
Revival of Karachi Circular Railways (KCR) and the
alignment of Qingqi routes to connect the KCR with
neighborhoods may done as the medium term
projects while the planning and development of BRT
may be the final leg of the work.
And most importantly, solutions of commuting
should serve the poor according to their preferences
and choices. These should not add to the existing
miseries of people by way of evictions, increase in
environmental pollution and decline in work for
urban services.
For further information:
Dr Noman Ahmed
nahmed@neduet.edu.pk
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Needed, an Urban Land Reform
By Arif Hasan
Over the last two years, there have been numerous
seminars, workshops and events around Karachi
issues. The dominant theme in them has been one of
nostalgia. Senior citizens have spoken about a once
liberal city of bars, night clubs, tea houses and
cinemas.
This was a colonial port city with a colonial port
culture and governed by the residue of a colonial elite.
It is doubtful if it could have survived (Zia or no Zia)
the onslaught of populist politics in the absence of an
effective alternative. There were also tears shed for
the destruction of the building heritage of the city.
This heritage has been converted into badly needed
space
for
warehousing,
wholesaling
and
manufacturing activities. This is because we were
unable to plan and develop alternative spaces for
these activities. There was also concern for the loss of
the Malir oasis and the destruction of the mangroves
and of their flora and fauna. All these has been
swallowed up by the insatiable greed of our elite for
land resulting to the absence of affordable homes for
our poor.
All the trends mentioned above are happening
today and have multiplied over the last two decades.
They have produced serious social injustices and
ecological damage which can only be contained
through a desperately needed urban land reform. But,
before we discuss the reform issue, a few statistics
are necessary.
Sixty-two percent of Karachi’s citizens (estimated
at 13 million) live in informally developed
settlements on 23 percent of the city’s residential land.
Many of these settlements have densities of more
than 4,500 persons per hectare with more than 6 to 10
persons per room and with up to 20 persons sharing a
toilet. As such, these face serious problems of
overcrowding of which the main victims are family
cohesion, women, children and old persons. These
settlements, in the absence of housing options,
continue to densify. On the other hand, 36 percent of
Karachiites (estimated at 7.5 million) live in formally
planned settlements on 77 percent of the city’s
residential land. Here, densities can be as low as 84
persons per hectare. Such low density settlements
continue to increase.

There are over 200,000 vacant residential plots in
Karachi and over 62,000 unoccupied apartments. In
spite of this, we are developing high and middle
income low density settlements on over 60,000 acres
of land in the periphery of the city. This development
is destroying (apart from agricultural and pasture
land) drainage channels, hillocks, archaeological sites
belonging to the stone age and Buddhist periods and
also sites linked to Sindh’s intangible cultural
heritage. Already Karachi is prone to flooding, not
because of climate change as some would have us
believe, but because of encroachment on the major
outfalls to the sea (once home to mangrove marches)
by elite housing societies. With some of the
developments mentioned above, Karachi will flood
even more.
Another major ecological devastation has been the
ruination of the city’s rural economy and the
continued dislocation and induced poverty of its
population. In 1985, 70 percent of Karachi’s
vegetable and fruit requirements came from its rural
areas. In 2013, this was reduced to 10 percent due to
our failure to implement the provisions of the
Karachi Master Plan 1975-85 which sought to
preserve and develop these areas as agricultural belts.
The rural areas have also lost their shallow rainwater
aquifers due to over extraction of water and also
because about 60 billion cubic feet of sand and gravel
has been illegally lifted from the seasonal river beds,
for construction purposes. Due to this, water runoff
can no longer be contained and the aquifers cannot be
naturally recharged.
An urban land reform to contain the social and
physical devastation described above would ideally
consist of the following: Firstly, a Land Ceiling Act
whereby no one individual can own more than 500
square metres of developed residential urban land.
Secondly, imposition of a large non-utilisation fee on
developed urban land so as to discourage speculative
investment. Thirdly, establishment of a minimum
density for any urban development project (including
elite colonies) at 450 persons per hectare so as to
conserve land, protect the environment and promote
equity. Fourthly, no loans would be provided for
housing to those who have already received loans
previously. Finally, all available government land
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shall be made available for housing for low income
groups.
The market mantra, which we have adopted, and
the rich who live off land speculation, will not agree
to such a reform nor will the developer’s lobby even
if it has a lot to gain from it if a proper governance
system is put in place. But then, governance systems
are increasingly controlled by speculators.
The fear is that if there is no reform to conserve
land and contain speculation, then the senior citizens
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of the Karachi of 2030 will be explaining, with tears
in their eyes, to their younger generation as to how
wonderful the city was in the first decade of the 21st
century.
For further information:
arifhasan37@gmail.com
www.arifhasan.org

SELAVIP

PHILIPPINES
EJ Anzorena, SJ
April 2016

The Aeta Resettlement and Rehabilitation Center
Many of the Aeta live in the northern part of the
Philippines on the island of Luzon.
Historians and anthropologists debate when and
how they migrated here, the consensus being that
they crossed from the island of Borneo between 20
and 30 thousand years ago, using a land bridge that
was partially covered by water around 5,000 years
ago, the remaining part of which is now the island of
Palawan.
Whatever the migration path was, they are
without doubt among the first — if not the first —
inhabitants of the Philippines. One area of the
country where the Aetas had lived for thousands of
years was Mount Pinatubo. An active volcano, it
erupted in June of 1991. The eruption was one of the
worst in history. More than a million people were
left homeless and was devastating to the
nearby Aeta population
Days after Mount Pinatubo erupted, Sister Eva
Maamo was invited to see the extent of the
devastation. Sister Eva, a surgeon-nun, is the founder
of a group called "Barefoot Doctors," which was
established in 1974 to help indigenous communities.
The group was thinking of sending a dental mission
and carrying out a feeding program for the victims of
the tragedy.

However, what they witnessed prompted them to
embark on a more long-term program to help Aetas
living in Mount Pinatubo recover from the
devastation. Sister Eva recalled that in 1991, “near
Santo Tomas River, we saw a group of Aetas waving
at us but when we approached them, they were sick
and skinny children."
Despite the condition of the survivors, Sister Eva
said the Aetas only wished for food and a relocation
site where they can see “Apo,” a name they used to
call Mount Pinatubo, a god they believe in. The
Foundation of Our Lady of Peace Mission, Inc.
(FOLPMI), a charitable organization also headed by
Maamo, worked with the Aeta Tribal Council to build
a resettlement area in Sitio Gala, Subic, Zambales,
where the Aetas can see their “Apo.” Called the Aeta
Resettlement and Rehabilitation Center, it is a 40hectare donated land located within the hills of Subic
that can house about 100 tribal families or 700 Aetas.
FOLPMI assists tribal groups, street children, the
poor, and the underprivileged by providing them with
food, shelter, clothing, and medicines. FOLPMI also
helps them with health and medical care, education,
self-sustaining livelihood, community organization,
and spiritual formation.
The resettlement area covers 40 hectares where a
school, a chapel, a multipurpose building and a clinic
stand to cater to the needs of the Aeta community.
Within the site live the beneficiaries. At the
beginning they were provided with houses and water
for domestic chores. Nearby is a 21-hectare site, an
ancestral domain where the Aeta clan resides. They
are also part of the Foundation beneficiaries
Formal Education
On July 26, 2004, the Department of
Education and the Foundation of our Lady of
Peace forged an agreement that opened an
accredited multi-grade level elementary
school for 42 elementary Aeta children at the
Resettlement Site Sacatihan -Aningway,
Subic, Zambales with 2 full-time teachers
assigned to the multi-grade level of education.
On January 11, the adults and the youth
started their literacy program in collaboration
with the non-formal education of the
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Department of Education, the FOLPMI and
the members of the community. The
functional literacy is for the Aetas with little
or no education. Most participants are
farmers or mothers selling their farm produce
in the market or those taking care of children
while engaged in livelihood projects. One
mobile teacher from the Department of
Education was assigned to the project.
Lease of 300 Hectares
In 2015, the government leased to the Aeta
community in Central Luzon 300 hectares of land to
plant 16, 000 seedlings of lumber and high-value
fruit-bearing trees . This is leased to the indigenous
people (IP) for 50 years. The government-owned
land in Subic, Zambales will provide about 130 Aeta
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families with sustainable livelihood as they will plant
mango, coffee, and cocoa.
The Ramon Magsaysay Technological University
in Iba, Zambales declared support for the Aetas’
farming, helping them achieve optimum productivity,
Sister Eva said. Aside from lumber and fruit-bearing
trees, the Aetas will also plant dwarf coconut in the
300-hectare land.
For further information:
www.folpmi.org/
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TAO Post-Haiyan Typhoon Shelter Reconstruction
Project Monitoring and Quality Control

Panay Island
The project aims to build in the Panay Island, 150
shelter units in Altavas, 150 shelter units in Roxas,
and 120 shelter units in Ajuy. The role of TAOPilipinas is to ensure that the houses built are
designed to be disaster-resilient and are able to
withstand the projected wind velocity in the area as
prescribed by the National Structural Code of the
Philippines. TAO conducts periodic visits at the start,
middle and end of project implementation and reports
to the donor the progress of the project with technical
recommendations.
The location of these shelter units are as follows:
• 4 Barangays in Altavas, Aklan
• 5 Barangays in Roxas, Capiz and

2
Barangays
in
Ajuy,
Iloilo
Other projects are located in Passi, Estancis and
Conception in Iloilo Province, Sigma in Capiz and
Lawaan in Eastern Samar.
•

Manicani Island, Guiuan, Eastern Samar
This project aims to provide sustainable shelter
that is disaster-resilient, culturally-sensitive and costeffective to 40 households in the four barangays of
Manicani Island.
For further information:
TAO-Pilipinas
tao-pilipinas.org/about/people/
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SHFC’s Integrated Framework for Sustainable
Introduction
The Social Housing Finance Corporation (SHFC)
has been embarking on a paradigm shift in its
approach to the housing challenge: from one that sees
it as the mere provision of physical houses to one that
looks at the challenge holistically in the long-term as
the building of sustainable communities. Hence, other
facets that are crucial to forging sustainable
communities must now be given appropriate
attention; for instance, financial literacy, livelihood,
and climate change resilience interventions.
To achieve this holistic goal, community
organizing (CO) and community development (CD)
are critical. The CO and CD processes are long and
dynamic. They begin from pre-project development
all the way to post-occupancy settlements
management. They also require synergistic
collaboration among multiple stakeholders given the
multiple resources needed to undertake the process.
In line with this shift that focuses on building
sustainable communities, SHFC is crafting a new
development framework for its partner NGOs and
community associations.
Participatory crafting of the framework: consultation
with partners
To ensure that the development framework crafted
is responsive to the needs of the communities, SHFC
consulted its partners through three regional
workshops in Mindanao, Visayas and Luzon in
December 2015 and January 2016. The partners, who
know about the needs of the communities more than
SHFC, enthusiastically gave their inputs.
To provide their own input into the framework,
the staff of SHFC also visited the Xavier Ecoville
project, a resettlement project in Cagayan de Oro
City for families affected by typhoon Sendong
(international name: Washi) in 2011. The project was
spearheaded by the Jesuit-run Xavier University,
which pooled resources from multiple sectors to help
build a sustainable community for the resettled
families. Through the visit, SHFC’s staff were able to
learn from the Xavier Ecoville Project’s management
team about the community development framework
that Xavier University as they implemented the
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project. Many elements of the Xavier framework
made their way into SHFC’s own framework.
The two-pronged framework: community
development and project development
After highly animated discussions with partners,
SHFC was able to put all the comments and
suggestions together into a coherent framework. In
March 2015, SHFC had it validated by the partners,
who gave the framework a positive reception.
Under this new framework, community
development is emphasized as an essential process
that must go hand in hand with the housing project
development process. The two processes are seen as
inseparable and integral processes that reinforce each
other. For instance, organizing for the community
development process can be facilitated by rallying the
community around a very important gut issue: the
provision of shelter tenure security (housing project
development). While proceeding with the housing
project development, however, communities must
also develop
themselves (i.e., community
development in terms of their organization, members’
capabilities and financial literacy). The emphasis on
community development will not only ensure that the
housing project succeeds but will also help guarantee
that even after the families occupy their new houses,
they can continue to function together as an
empowered and effective community.
SHFC came up with this two-in-one framework
because, as explained earlier, it needed to expand its
goal to that of building sustainable communities.
Consequently, there was also a need to improve the
way that its partners are doing community
mobilization. Right now, SHFC’s partners are too
focused merely on ensuring that projects are “taken
out” (i.e. that the housing project loans are approved).
In their zealous focus on the project development part,
they forget about the important community
development part. SHFC’s programs are supposed to
be community-driven, but how would communities
be able to drive the whole process effectively if they
are not developed organizationally, for instance? And
more generally, at the risk of repetition, how can one
create sustainable communities after the projects are
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taken out, without community development? Hence,
the two-pronged framework.
For the project development prong, the
framework looks at the i.) legal, ii.) technical and iii.)
financial aspects, which are the usual important
aspects in any project. For the community
development prong, the framework specifically looks
at i.) organizational development, ii.) members’
development and iii.) financial literacy. While
helping the communities in the three aspects of
project development, SHFC’s partners must also help
the communities in the three areas of community
development. Such assistance (especially in the
community development prong) cannot be effectively
provided through mere workshops. It has to be done
through sustained handholding and continues
organizing.
Handholding communities through five milestones
Because building sustainable communities is a
long-term engagement, the framework divides both
the community development and project development
processes into five progressing milestones/stages that
goes all the way to the post-occupancy stage (preproject development, project development, loan
documentation, site development and community
upgrading all the way to settlements management).
At the moment, most of SHFC partners think that
their work stops at loan documentation for land

acquisition. There is, however, a need for them to go
beyond that and to continue handholding the
communities up to settlements management. This
long-term handholding is specially crucial now that,
on top of land acquisition, SHFC is aggressively
promoting financing for site development/community
upgrading as well (Because SHFC does not want to
create secure but still slum-like settlements).
SHFC has also been participating in the 50 Billion
Housing Program for households in the waterways of
Metro Manila through its High Density Housing
scheme where several hundreds of families will have
to live together in medium-rise buildings. Hence,
there is even greater need for settlements
management not only to ensure that the building is
properly maintained (especially the common spaces)
but also to ensure that the families live in harmony,
work together as a community in providing
livelihood in the area. As a united community, they
can also leverage services and resources from the
local government and resource organizations. Again,
these are all very important if the goal is to create
truly sustainable communities in the long term.
Going back to the three aspects of community
development (i. organizational development, ii.
members’ development and iii. financial literacy) and
the three aspects of project development (i. legal, ii.
technical and iii. financial), SHFC envisions that its
partners would help the communities in these areas.

Visayas-Wide  Partners’  Consultation  in  Cebu  City  on  Jan.  6-8,  2016.  
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Hence, it expects particular outputs that partners
agree should be achieved in these six aspects as the
community and their housing project go through the
five milestones.
For example, under organizational development,
the partners are expected to help develop
communities that already have a clear vision, mission
and goals (VMG) as early as in the pre-project
development milestone (first of five stages). The
output expected for organizational development will,
however, vary depending on the stage that the
community is in. For the settlements management
stage (last of five stages), one of the outputs that
partners are expected to deliver is the development of
the ability of communities to participate in local
governance for the benefit of their settlements.
Similar to the aspect of organizational development,
there will also be expected outputs in the members’
development and financial literacy aspects and this
will also vary according to the milestone or stage.

Capacity-building for SHFC partners
SHFC recognizes that its partners need support in
order to deliver these outputs. Hence, it will embark
on an appropriate capacity-building program to
provide the interventions that its partners need. To
help in capacity-building, SHFC has started to enlist
the help of various resource organizations. For
instance, it has conducted workshops on climate
change adaptation and mitigation; one each for its
Luzon, Visayas and Davao regional partners. It has
also partnered with TAO-Pilipinas (an organization of
architects, engineers and planners) to capacitate its
partner mobilizers, architects and engineers from two
universities in the area of participatory community
technical planning. It has also started exploring a
possible partnership with the CO-Multiversity, so that
the latter can provide a refresher course on
community organizing that is suited to the context of
housing. It will also be discussing with microfinance
institutions to help in the financial literacy aspect. As
already stated in the beginning,
a multi-stakeholder partnership
is indeed essential.
What has been discussed
above are the rough outlines of
SHFC’s
two-pronged
development
framework.
SHFC hopes that when fully
implemented, it will improve
the way its partners work with
communities
to
bring
sustainable
community
development. It is a work in
progress. Much like the
process
of
sustainable
community development itself.

Dec. 10-11, 2015. Mindanao-Wide Partners’ Consultation in Davao City
on December 10-11, 2015	
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For further information:
toyapi@gmail.com
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The Bus Rapid Transit of Cebu
Traffic has become very bad in most cities including
Cebu. This is of course an additional terrible burden
on the urban poor: higher fares due to additional fuel
and less distance covered, more pollution, etc. even
without considering the unpaid labor time they have
to endure.
Construction of roads and flyovers will not solve
the problem. These will never be able absorb the
expected increase in car ownership.
The only solution is to promote public transport
and reduce the use of private cars.
This is a matter of justice. It is not fair that car
users who constitute 20% of the population are
allowed to use 80% of the roads while the public
transport commuters who constitute 80% of the
population use only 20% of the road.
Public transport will also help reduce carbon
emission which mainly contributes to global warming
effects and climate change.

The Transport Sector
Transportation, which is crucial to our economy
and our personal lives, is a major Major Producer of
CO2. In 2009, the transport sector was responsible for
23%, next only to the energy energy with 41% of
worldwide CO2 Emissions.
CO2 Emissions from transport are the fastest
growing, mostly from developing Asia. By 2045,
transport is expected to 46% of worldwide CO2
Emissions. By 2050, transport is expected to reach 80%
of worldwide CO2 Emissions. :
We can reduce CO2 emission in transport through
the following:
• Reduce the need to travel: Integrate land use and
transport (mixed use - residence, livelihood,
services, etc.) Densification. No distant relocation.
• Shift to more energy efficient transport and routes:
From private vehicles to public transport and non-
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•

motorized
modes.
Improved
transport
infrastructure together with Intelligent Transport
Systems (ITS) to avoid traffic congestion. Foster
the use of intermodal transport (road, rail and
waterways);
Improve technologies that are more energy
efficient:
More
efficient
engines.
Use
of sustainable biofuels, not only of the first
generation (vegetable oil, biodiesel, bio-alcohols
and biogas from sugar plants, crops or animal fats
etc.), but also of the second (biofuels from
biomass, non-food crops including wood) and
third generations (biodegradable fuels from algae).
Consumer information: Campaigns for eco-driving.
Use of public transport and modal transport etc.
Legal instruments (such as tax incentives for low
carbon products and processes, taxation of CO2
intensive products and processes, etc.).

•
•

The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
The BRT in Cebu will reduce CO2 Emissions and
improve the quality and level of service, safety and is
affordable to both the government and the public.
Pioneered by the Brazilians in Curitiba in 1974,
the BRT has spread to Bogotá, Boston, Cleveland,
Hartford, Honolulu, Las Vegas, Los Angeles,
Oakland, Ottawa, Pittsburgh, Porto Alegre, São Paulo,
Sydney, Ahmedabad and Jakarta. Over 150 cities
operate or are developing BRT.
The Cebu BRT was first proposed by the former
Mayor Tomas Osmeña in the 1990s.
The pre-feasibility study estimates that 330,000
passengers will use the BRT line every day. The new
BRT like trains will run on its own dedicated lanes,
carrying large numbers of travelers faster, safer and
more reliably. Unlike trains that run on rails, BRT
uses buses, making the system simpler and cheaper to
construct, operate, and maintain.
Stations will be located in the middle of the road
and will be accessed by footbridges or pedestrian
crossings. A modified Jeepney network is expected to
operate feeder and complementary services to the
BRT route. Space will be made at BRT stations for
interchange with Jeepney routes.
The pre-feasibility study also estimates that the
BRT will save Cebuanos 570 million hours of
travelling per year and will also be cheaper for the

bus operators as BRT vehicles are cheaper to run than
the existing Jeepneys.
If the buses were to run on diesel then the route is
estimated to save 9,655 tons of PM10 emissions and
1.6 million tons of CO2 emissions up to the year
2035. However being considered is the use of
running the vehicles on LPG, biofuel, hybrid or
electricity, which will reduce emissions further.
The project will also install a state-of-the-art
computerized traffic management system in the entire
city to ensure smoother overall traffic flow and will
provide other improvements to integrate the BRT
with other modes of transport
The first phase will comprises 11 km of
segregated busways from Bulacao to Ayala Mall
along Cebu South Road, N Bacalsco Ave, Osmena
Boulevard and N Escario St, and a further 6 km of
bus priority at junctions will allow BRT buses to
reach Talamban along Gov M Cuenco Ave.
The full BRT network for Metropolitan Cebu
could cover the cities of Talisay, Cebu, Mandaue, and
Lapu-lapu, passing through the South Road

Note:
Nearly 97 percent of transportation GHG emissions came through direct combustion of fossil fuels, with the
remainder due to carbon dioxide (CO2) from electricity (for rail) and Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) emitted from
vehicle air conditioners and refrigerated transport. Transportation is the largest end-use sector emitting CO2, the most
prevalent greenhouse gas. Estimates of GHG emissions do not include additional "lifecycle" emissions related to
transportation, such as the extraction and refining of fuel and the manufacture of vehicles, which are also a
significant source of domestic and international GHG emissions.
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Properties (SRP), and connecting to the Mactan-Cebu
Posted in the Local Newspapers
Pagtambayayong Foundation, Lihok Pilipina
Foundation,
Kaabag sa Sugbo secretariat, Phildhrra secretariat,
together with other outspoken and silent admirers
Congratulate, Praise and Thank
The Archdiocese of Cebu, the International
Eucharistic Congress Committee and other people
responsible
for banning private cars but allowing public
transport
in portions of John Paul St. during the Christ the
King Celebration on November 22, 2015.
Access to the event was most convenient for the
estimated
80% of the population who are commuters of
public transport like jeepneys and buses.
- an eloquent expression of the
Church’s preferential option for the poor However may we pose some questions for all of us
to examine our consciences?
Might there have been better enforcement? There
were still many private cars without passes
who were allowed to sneak-in, probably
belonging to VIPs.
We were told that car passes were issued to
residents in the area and to bishops and
priests. Wouldn’t it have been most edifying
for us and most educational for the bishops
and priests to also ride jeepneys even only for
this occasion to experience the discomfort
that the 80% of their flocks have to endure
every day + traffic + fumes by private cars?
It was nonetheless a great event,
a fitting model for all of us to emulate during
special occasions if not for every day.

Urban areas are responsible for three quarters of the
global energy demand and for 80% of the global
CO2-production

International Airport (MCIA).
The detailed engineering design has been
completed. Bidding for the infrastructure will be
conducted as soon as the Commission on Elections
gives the project an exemption. In the Philippines it is
not allowed to start infrastructure projects within the
election period. It should be operational starting on
2018. It is the first BRT project in the Philippines.
Challenges
Pagtambayayong and the Urban Poor Alliance,
with the help of Misereor, is strongly advocating for
the BRT to assist the urban poor and to reduce carbon
emission.
The BRT is receiving public support as a long
awaited solution to the traffic problem.
Some jeepney drivers and their friends are
however opposing it. But this is being managed. They
now begin to understand that the BRT will merely
cover some of the main roads and many of those
affected will be given routes that will feed passengers
to the BRT route. Those desirous will be given
training for alternative employment with the drivers
given a living allowance while on training.
The more formidable opposition is expected to
come from the car owners who will refuse to
understand why the general public must be given
their due through dedicated lanes for busses. It would
be difficult for them to understand that in order for
Cebu to reach an attractive and livable city, the
dimension of private transportation has to be reduced.
This is why the urban poor and the commuting public
must remain firm in their support for the BRT.
For further information:
pagtamba@yahoo.com

.
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Community Voices: Is Bholo Bholo a Place
We Can Call Home?
For the SA SDI Alliance community-produced
documentation is crucial. Engaging communities
with such processes enables them to drive their own
development interests and also positions them to
share their experiences in community organization
processes such as informal settlement upgrading. In
this way communities demonstrate the approach of
the SA SDI Alliance: “Nothing for us without us”.
This blog was written by community members of
Bholobholo, namely: Nosipho Dzingwa, Masixole
Siyaphi, Thabisa Kebe, Bulelwa Dunjwa, Thembela
Spele, Nosiphathise Halile, Xolani Maqoko, Lulama
Giyama, Zingiswa Tshwela and Mrs Duda.
History of the settlement
BholoBholo is located on a traffic circle
intersection at Extension 6, Mfuleni Cape Town. This
is one of the smallest informal settlements in Cape
Town with a land size of 912m².
We were backyarders in the surrounding formal
houses. In 2006, we moved to an open space [which
later became BholoBholo]. Since then we never
moved back because the plot owners claimed that
they did not have space for backyarders anymore.

Community mapping supported by CORC
technical team

The church was built in 2007 and several more
people joined as they saw an open space too. Some
residents in BholoBholo bought shacks and joined the
community in this way. To date we have 15
households with 33 people.
BholoBholo is an isiXhosa name for the intestine
called ileum. The settlement adopted the name
because of the street vendors who sold meat
including intestines called uBholobholo in front of

Community Documentation Workshop with BholoBholo
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easy to find because now it takes longer
to find a house number when needed.”
Another major problem we are faced
with is the dirt caused by the street
vendors who use the dumping site to
dump meat that they cannot sell. This
causes an odor that can be a health
hazard and attracts mosquitoes and rats
that later bite the children.
How did we meet the Informal
Settlement Network ISN?
Nkokheli Ncambele is the one who
introduced us to the Informal Settlement
Network (ISN) when ISN came to
mobilize our settlement. We then
Writing workshop with the community of Bholobholo.
attended meetings and learnt the rituals
of the alliance. After that we started
with the community organization
the settlement. BholoBholo was an open space
separating the meat vendors and the formal houses. processes. 2 members of the community, which we
This space was used for meetings and other activities selected ourselves, enumerated our settlement. We
also profiled the settlement together as the
such as a soccer field for kids.
community. To date we are waiting for re-blocking
because we have completed the designs together with
Our Reality Now
Like any informal settlement, the BholoBholo the CORC technical team. According to Nosipho
community is faced with a number of challenges, Dzingwa, BholoBholo community leader:
“These plans are important to us because we want
which include:
our children to have a place to call home and be
• Electricity. The community of BholoBholo has
used illegal connections for electricity. They pay a safe. ”
high amount to the nearest houses just to get their tap
Blog compiled by Andiswa Meke (on behalf of
connected. These illegal connections are a danger to
CORC)
the kids who play in the area and might touch the
wires and be shocked or worse, killed.
For further information:
• Toilets and Taps. There are a total of four taps
in BholoBholo of which two do not work properly.
sa.sdialliance.net blog
There is also a strong need for taps in
the community because we share these
with the meat vendors. We don’t have
proper toilets. We make use of the
bushes or ask to use the toilet in the
formal houses.
• Multipurpose Hall and Park. We
also need a hall to hold meetings and
community events and a park for
children to play in and be safe.
• Proper Road Access. According
to Masixole Siyaphi, Community
leader in Bholobholo: “I wonder what
would happen if our settlement could
be in a fire? Whom will we turn to?
We need roads so that emergency
Bholobholo community leaders and community design
vehicles can be able to assist us in
team members
time of need. Having roads/streets
would make the place look neat and
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Homeless Rehabilitation

Earlier in 2015 in response to the growing problem of
homelessness and marginalization, Khulisa Social
Solutions launched a pilot project in Cape Town that
has turned 40 street people from a scourge into an
asset.
Khulisa has been working with rehabilitation,
behavioral change and community development for
over 18 years, working systemically to tackle the
causal factors of community vulnerability.
According to Jesse Laitinen, manager of strategic
partnerships at Khulisa, many of the participants had
been stuck in a cycle of petty crimes such as theft and
by-law offences like aggressive begging.
“Constantly being arrested and appearing in the
community court costs society financially and it also
has a psychological impact on those who find
themselves trapped in the cycle. These are the people
who fall through the cracks in society. Unfortunately,
because street people often have no address, a social
worker has only one day to spend with them – and
then they go back to the street. We started looking at
other ways to help street people in a meaningful
way,” she continues. Personal development funded
through the City of Cape Town and part of the
Expanded Public Works Program, Khulisa’s project
provided vagrants with personal development
programs and opportunities to earn an income in
order to help reintegrate them into society.
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The project engaged 40 individuals living on the
streets in full time work and a personal development
program. The City of Cape Town provideｓ 2400
Rand stipends/month per person.
32 people concluded the program enabling them
to either return to their families with something to
offer or pay for themselves to stay in a shelter.
New people are incorporated in the program. For
Jesse the problem is how to help the people to
continue to earn some money after the 6 months
stipend are over.
One way is to employ the people in urban gardens.
Dhulia has been granted the use of a 350 square
meters plot for 5 years previously used as dumping
place for rubbish. People grow vegetables in 39
planter boxes (each two meters by one meter). At
Trafalgar School, a plot of about 500 square meters is
being prepared for beds. Khulisa has signed a fiveyear contract with the school for growing vegetables
at the premises.
The recycling group of CORC has offered to
support the efforts of the homeless if they decide to
go into this project.
For further information:
jesse@khulisa.org.za
jesslaitinen@gmail.com
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The Days of Spurious Opposition Are Over, but
What Is Going to Happen to Spurious Democracy
Since well before 1994, the élite of South Africa’s
ruling African National Congress has comprised two
broad factions: True Believers and Entrepreneurs.
The True Believers — mainly educated technocrats
— adhere to the Leninist doctrine that capitalism can
be used to strengthen the state, which can then be
used to engineer revolutionary change. The
Entrepreneurs, on the other hand, just want to get rich
and thereby eventually to displace South Africa’s
white capitalists. This means that neither faction has
an incentive to end white domination of capital —
instead, the want to use it for their own ends.
The two factions are united by African
nationalism, which holds that any advancement by
black Africans is progress, even if it is within the
distorted capitalist framework inherited from
apartheid. True Believers might want ultimately to
get rid of capitalism, but in the meantime having
black faces in the boardrooms and society pages
serves their purposes. In any case, their race-based
consciousness dictates that black capitalists will
automatically
be
more progressive
than whites; so
black workers will
win too.
True Believers
and Entrepreneurs
also
share
the
assumption that the
ANC’s
historical
legacy, as the party
of liberation and
Mandela,
can
survive
long
enough
in
the
popular
consciousness
to
allow their plans to
unfold, even if not
much changes in
real life. Indeed,
past election results
have given the
ANC nearly 2/3 of
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the vote every five years.
It should not be forgotten that the recent violent
anti-government protests by black and white students
on South Africa’s university campuses come hard on
the heels of massive shifts in South Africa’s political
landscape. In addition to a populist breakaway party
in parliament (the Economic Freedom Front), the
ANC’s labor wing, COSATU, has suffered significant
defections. NUMSA, its largest affiliate, has
officially withdrawn from the so-called “tripartite
alliance” of the ANC, COSATU, and the SA
Communist Party (home to many True Believers).
That’s a big deal.
These two processes — one middle-class and the
other among workers — are closely related, and
illuminate the fundamental weakness of South
Africa’s ruling party and its project.
The student’s protest shows that the ANC’s
historical legacy cannot protect it from widespread
anger and resentment amongst the “born frees,” those
South Africans who have grown up post-apartheid.

Via Imraan Christian
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Whereas their parents generally cling to the idea that
all will eventually be well if the ANC stays in power,
the youth sees the party as the corrupt vehicle for
personal enrichment, technocratic domination, and
the de facto protector of white capital that it has long
been. That makes sense: While their parents collect
government welfare and pension checks and are
allowed to join the queue for free houses, the youth
face 50% joblessness and a dismal future.
Notably, even “ethnic” ties, such as residual Zulu
affinity for President Jacob Zuma, count for little
among these young adults. They see no progress —
quite the opposite, as the economy slows to a crawl
and prices skyrocket. And they no longer buy the
story that it’s all white people’s fault.
What about slum dwellers? For one thing, South
African informal settlement dwellers number less
than 15% of the country’s urban population — much
less than other countries in Africa. Two social
movements define the organized sector of the urban
poor. Both have had periods of significant scale and
impact, but are relatively quiescent at the moment.
One of these is the Federation of the Urban Poor
(FEDUP), whose practice has been defined by a
pragmatism that has sought to combine confrontation
and challenge with brinkmanship and negotiation.
The other is Abahlali Basemjondolo, who has taken a
more direct, confrontational path in a fight against
inequality and injustice. Neither organization
currently commands the kind of scale of support that
could make a meaningful contribution to political
change in the country. But this could shift in an
instant.
Most activism in the informal sector has taken
place spontaneously through localized service
delivery protests — actions that have presaged, in
many ways, the current student protests. Here too,
disgruntled and alienated youth have been at the
forefront. But shack dwellers, more than any other
sector of South African society, are in the thrall of
politicians and officials who have consistently
controlled their lives through a relentless mix of
patronage and institutional violence. These realities
and apartheid demographics make it difficult for
shack dwellers to unite and to replicate the scale that
the students have achieved in recent days.
Nevertheless, if and when the current wave of
resistance jumps these barriers (most likely in
middle-sized towns like Grahams town or
Stellenbosch) the foundations painstakingly built by
both FEDUP and Abahlali may serve a much broader
movement very well.
For their part, those shack dwellers who are also
formal workers have learned everything they need to

know about the supposed progressivism of black
African capital from the Marikana Massacre, where
cops sent by a black cabinet minister murdered
dozens of miners protesting poor pay by a company
with prominent ANC-connected members on its
board. It was the worst single instance of state
violence since 1994, and it was for the benefit of
black bosses who were supposed to be more
progressive by virtue of their skin color. In fact, they
have behaved no differently from white bosses,
because they thought they could hide behind the
shield of the ANC’s legacy.
The upshot is that the ANC stands exposed. It is
increasingly reliant on itself — on the mutual backscratching and self-dealing that occurs between
factions who rely on access to the state and to the
continued existence of white capital to distribute
riches. It cannot rely on the working class, the youth,
or the millions of unemployed and uneducated people
in essentially unchanged townships, with no jobs,
educations or futures.
Of course the ANC completely controls the
government apparatus and much of the mainstream
press, so opposition will require much effort. But
important forces within South Africa smell blood in
the air, as do the foreign investors who have
withdrawn millions from the country over the last six
months, sending the Rand into a nosedive.
The ANC has recently spent a lot of time and
effort cozying up to China, holding it up as a model
of development. But China has no meaningful
democracy and the Chinese Communist Party is
struggling to contain the rising discontent produced
by its own missteps. Both the missteps and the
discontent are bound to escalate in coming years, and
while the South African technocrats aspire to learn
from the Chinese counterparts, the most meaningful
exchange of knowledge and tactics may be in
counter-revolution — not in development.
What may trump them both, unfortunately, is that
the ANC may need to adopt more features of the
Chinese model sooner than it thinks, beginning with
an even more severely diluted democracy. It will
probably have to, since like Mugabe to the north in
Zimbabwe, this will create the conditions that will
enable it to refuse to be voted out of office.
The problem is that the ANC, like the Chinese
Communist Party, has no viable path other than the
one they’re on. That means things will get worse
before they get better.
For further information:
sa.sdi.alliance
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The Alliance of Shell-Less Snails
Property Bubble
With property prices in and around Taipei on a
never-ending upward spiral, a protest group known as
the “alliance of shell-less snails” is crawling back
onto the political scene after a two-decade hiatus,
threatening action should the government fail to
tackle the issue.
The “ Snails ” alliance first came to
prominence when tens of thousands of people
spent the night on Taipei’s Zhongxiao E Road
protesting the same issue. (See Selavip newsletter
1990-2)
In Taipei the issue of vastly over-inflated property
prices refuses to go away.
Demand remains the main driver of property
prices, but with Taiwan’s population growth stagnant
and the amount of new residences coming onto the
market many of which remain empty — the price
boom does not appear to be the result of a lack of
available housing.
If the government continue with its light-touch
attitude to the issue, it will be accused of abandoning
the man on the street. To its credit, the government
has responded by halting sales of government-owned
land — blamed by some for driving prices even
higher — and has announced plans to construct lowcost public housing in Taipei suburbs, but these
measures alone will not solve the problem.
The government should remember that this is an
issue that affects a large section of society and
therefore should choose its targets wisely.
A few angry real estate developers are much
easier to deal with than tens of thousands of
disgruntled “snails” once again spending the night on
the streets of the capital.
Professor Lin Wan-I
The man behind Taiwan's Shell-less Snail
Alliance, which has been advocating affordable
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housing for the past 20 years, is Professor Lin Wan-i
of
the
National
Taiwan
University's
Department of Social Work.
Lin is credited with bringing the architecture
industry and people working in the housing
movement together to find ways of allocating
government resources on social housing so that
disadvantaged groups could benefit.
Lin first introduced the concept of social housing
to the government when he was the convener of the
Ministry of the Interior's overall housing policy from
2002-2004. He later put in a social housing chapter in
the draft housing law passed by the Cabinet
For further information:
linwani@nfu.edu.tw
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Four Region Slums Network (4RSN):
Homeless Forum
Jeff Wong, Tui, and several friends of 4RSN
introduced me to the activities of 4RSN.
The first one was a Forum organized by Civil
Society Organizations, Universities and television
media to understand the problem of the homeless.
The location of the meeting was the Suwit Center
compound wherein 40 homeless in Bangkok live in a
community that has made the own rules for
community life and shared the expenses in water and
electricity. Some of the younger visitors of the forum
participated in the daily work of the homeless,
working in their vegetable garden, and sorting the
materials they collected for recycling.
The Forum
Tui who is responsible for the Human Settlements
Foundation（HSF), spoke of her involvement with
the poor. HSF and COPA are NGOs that support the
activities of 4RSN. From the university years she was
interested in the people who were pushed to the
margins. She worked with hill tribes and in 1991
joined HSF to support 4RSN activities and help in
reflecting their situation and link them with other
groups.
She explained that 4RSN is composed of several
federations:
the
Bangkok
organized
slum
communities USDA, the slum dwellers staying in
Thai Railways, land, the people who were living
under the bridges and got leased land , the homeless,
etc.
After Tui Professor Nong from Silapakorn
University spoke of the homeless as part of the
society. Finally the leader of the homeless of the
Suwit Center explained how he and his companions
became homeless.
Sometimes, the family is dissolved; you do not
want to be a burden. You feel or are told that you are
a failure. A former convict finds it very difficult to
look for a job. You are rejected by the society and
you must live in the street as an isolated individual on
the road. Some times for that reason you will go to
jail. With the frustration alcoholism will come, health
deteriorates quickly.
When we joined the Suwit Center, some with their
families, we could sleep better, and wash ourselves.
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We could begin to think about the future and become
part of society.
12 families are saving to move to permanent
housing. And in a housing project of 4RSN we are
building 2 structures with 8 rooms with washing
facilities.
The audience listened well and appreciated the
opportunity to be related with the homeless.
The Suwit Center is building a new floor to
expand their activities. Outside the building a
covered area will be used to accommodate people
with emergency cases. It has wash and toilet facilities
For further information:
Jeff Wong
jgwong47@yahoo.com
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